Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

September 2, 2008

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Randy Robinson, Dick Brown and George Dewan.


Councilmen Chris Clemens and Al Evans were not in attendance.  Also present were


Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Pubic Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Debbie Brown, Kay Miller and Dennis Palmer.

Kay Miller inquired about missing street signs needing to be replaced.  Council


members discussed as signs are replaced we need to go to reflective lettering.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from August 18, 2008, George Dewan made the motion to approve


the minutes as written.  Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted


yes – motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted his monthly report for August

2008 for his department’s police activity.

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a monthly report showing


completion of six more jobs from the 2008 project lists.  The new backhoe was

delivered last week and it works great!

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
FIRST STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT UPDATE:  The sprinkler/drip


system was completed with the help of some council members and volunteers.  


The barrier cover and rock were completed last week for erosion control.  The 


hand railing is being installed this week.  Council members discussed when to 


have the planting day.  The plants, bushes and trees will be delivered from 


Gibson’s Nursery as soon as we need them.  It was suggested to consider using 


inmates from Whitman County to aid in the prep work of the planting.  The rock 


needs to be moved where the flags have marked the areas for planting and holes 


need to be dug.  Council decided to aim for Saturday, September 13th to begin 


planting.  The ribbon cutting ceremony will commence on Thursday, October 2nd 


at 1:00 p.m.  This schedule allows Steve Gorcester, TIB Executive Director, to 


attend the ceremony.


B.
WILLOW RECYCLING CENTER UPDATE:  The door has been installed



and most of the inside work has been completed.  We need to complete the



foundation work so Bill Lanius can start the siding work.


C.
RECREATIONAL FIRES:  We are waiting for Stephen Bishop, Town



Attorney, to submit the ordinance for our review.


D.
REVIEW WEED/GRASS ORDINANCE:  Mayor Rickett submitted



a possible revision to the Town’s weed/grass ordinance that would aid in


the repeal of section 3.44.030 Duty to remove.  Council discussion on



pastures, property too steep or rocky to maintain.  Enforcement should be



determined by Town Marshal.  The revision will be submitted to Stephen



Bishop for assistance.


E.
INCUBATOR SPACE ABOVE THE LIBRARY:  Nothing to report.


F.
MARYJANE’S FARM FAIR:  Mayor Rickett has had communication with



Rene' Groom, Sisterhood Coordinator for MaryJane, regarding 2009 Farm Fair


on July 4th at the old mill in Oakesdale.  The intent from the beginning was not


to have Oakesdale and its citizens front this event, but rather to invite them to



participate by opening their shops, restaurants and museum as a way to bring



revenue to the community and further serve the farmgirls coming into town.



Council members agreed to show our support for this event.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
PUBLIC WORKS APPLICATIONS:  The job application process closed


today at 4:00 p.m. and we received three qualified applicants.  We will have



interviews this week and make a decision by the end of the week.


B.
SURPLUS OLD BACKHOE:  Council discussed the surplus of the old



backhoe.  It was suggested to advertise for seal bids with a minimum bid of



$10,000 to be accepted.  George Dewan made the motion to declare the 1979



Ford backhoe as surplus.  Dick Brown seconded the motion, all council members



voted yes – motion passed.

IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

GEORGE – He inquired about the sidewalk project that was to begin on the Steptoe &


First Streets for handicap access and sidewalk replacement.  Randy Noble was going to


be in communication with Wm. Winkler to coordinate projects for the lighting.  The two

trees we have purchased for this project need to be planted soon.  George asked about a


vehicle being parked on Steptoe between First and Second street.  The alley behind the


old drug store has a abundant amount of old vehicles, garbage and other items that are


code violations. This was referred to John Goyke.  George thanked Dennis Palmer for


mowing and trimming the empty lots going up to the school.  He also wanted to thank


everyone who helped on the sprinkler project and marking the hill for planting.  Council


discussion on the present condition of the tennis courts.


DICK – Thanked everyone for their help over the past weekend on the sprinkler system.


RANDY – There is residential property located at the top of the First Street sidewalk

project that is out of compliance with the current weed and grass ordinance. It would be


nice to get the lawn mowed before the ribbon cutting ceremony for the sidewalk project.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


August 2008 Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register. Randy Robinson


made the motion to approve paid checks for #20625 through #20649 in the amount of


$92,922.90 for claims and $8,243.82 for payroll totaling $101,166.72 from August 22,


2008 through August 29,2008.  Dick Brown seconded the motion, all council members


voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25

p.m.  George Dewan seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion

passed.








        R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

    Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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