Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

October 20, 2008

**PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADDITIONAL 1% FOR 2009 COLLECTIONS:  Mayor

Rickett opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Rickett gave the audience a brief

history of how the additional one percent came to pass.  Mayor Rickett opened the floor for
discussion.  Citizens Scott Bidondo, Don Paddock and Doug Hovde expressed their opinions and concerns why council members should not vote for the additional one percent for tax

collections resulting in the Town receiving an additional $418.98 for 2009.  The citizens
urged council members to consider absorbing the amount as a good will gesture on behalf of

these troubling economic times.   Council members discussed several points of views.  Being no further comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:27 p.m.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:28 p.m.
II.
OATH OF OFFICE:  Mayor Rickett swore Tom Johnson into Council Position #5 and


Dennis Palmer in Council Position #3.  Both Council Members recited their Oaths of

Office.

III.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and


Dennis Palmer.  Councilman Randy Robinson was not present.  Also attending were


Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

IV.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Scott Bidondo, Don Paddock, Doug Hovde, Penny


Rickett, Kay Miller and Marlene Brown.  Marlene Brown has a concern about the

property below her house at 302 Third Street as it is getting cluttered with vehicles, piles


of lumber/wood, cabs and a boat.  She asked if there is anything the Town could do from


allowing the property owner to make the neighborhood look trashy.  John Goyke, Town

Marshal, explained our Town Codes do not have a limit on how many vehicle an owner

can have on their property.  The vehicles he has parked on the empty lots do not seem to


qualify as junk vehicles according to our Town Code.  Scott Bidondo made a


suggestion how to deal with such an issue.  John Goyke will look further into this


concern.

V.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from October 6, 2008, George Dewan made the motion to approve


the minutes as written.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion; all council members voted


yes, motion passed.  Council members also reviewed the minutes from the Special


Meeting on October 8, 2008.  George Dewan made the motion to approve the minutes


as written.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion; all council members voted yes, motion

passed.

VI.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.
STEPTOE SIDEWALK PROJECT – The two trees were planted today and



the lights will be installed this Wednesday.  A suggestion was made to add



safety cones over the bolts coming up through the sidewalk for the lights until



they are installed.


B.
RECREATIONAL FIRES – Council reviewed Ordinance No. 593 and have a


few changes to said Ordinance.  The dimensions of the fire pit need to be bigger



and we 
need to add burning times as was stated in the old ordinance.  Al Evans



made a motion to table this topic until changes can be made with our Town



Attorney, Stephen Bishop.  George Dewan seconded the motion; all council



members voted yes, motion passed.

C.
REVIEW WEED/GRASS ORDINANCE – Our two new council members



were given a brief description of what this topic was all about and what direction



the Town Council was going with the changes.  Council members received


copies of the original ordinance, suggested changes from Mayor Rickett and



Al Evans.  Al Evans made the motion to table the topic until our new council


members have a chance to read up on this subject.  George Dewan seconded the



motion; all council members voted yes – motion passed.


D.
USDA LOAN – The USDA will be visiting us tomorrow and Mayor Rickett will



discuss with them our loan options.


E.
GARBAGE CANS FOR STAIRWAY – John Goyke & Dick Brown have


placed a steel garbage can at the bottom of the stairs on First Street.  Dennis



Palmer has gathered some information on other possible cans we could use


on the First Street Sidewalk.


F.
SNOW BUCKET FOR BACKHOE – Council members reviewed an estimate



submitted by ED-KA Manufacturing for a snow plow bucket extension for the



John Deere backhoe.  Al Evans asked to check to see if adding this snow bucket


would void the warranty on the backhoe.  Council members consensus was okay



to purchase snow bucket if it did not void the tractor’s warranty.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-293 – George Dewan made the motion to adopt



Resolution No. 2008-293.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion.  Council



members discussed impact of the one percent.  Al Evans addressed the citizens



stating the Town does not need it and it should be a good will gesture not to



take it at this time.  He expressed not to take it just because we can.  George



Dewan called for question.  Three council members voted yes, one council



member voted no – motion passed.


B.
RENEW CD – The Town rolled over the CD with $650,000 at a 4.25% interest



rate.  We transferred $38,225.93 from the CD to the Money Market account.


C.
PRELIMINARY BUDGET – Mayor Rickett submitted Excel spreadsheets 



consisting of the 2009 preliminary budget to council members.  Mayor Rickett



reviewed the budget and suggested changes for next year.  Council discussion 



consisted of adding a budget expense in the Water/Sewer Fund and Street Fund



for tools/small equipment; paying off the USDA loan from a reserve fund;



transferring funds from reserve accounts for purchase of backhoe to increase



beginning balances.  Council members consensus was not to transfer money



for the backhoe purchase.  Council also discussed wage increases and reviewed


fund balances.


D.
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-294 – Mayor Rickett reviewed Resolution No. 2008-



294 with council members authorizing the Town Clerk/Treasurer to transfer an



amount equal to the estimated cost of the yearly state audit to reserve accounts



and shall remain in effect until cancelled by further resolution.  This will allow



the Town to budget an amount each year equal to that years estimated budget



expense.  Our current audits are on a bi-annual basis.  George made the motion



to adopt Resolution No. 2008-294.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion; all



council members voted yes, motion passed.
VII.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

GEORGE – He asked how the progress is going on the Willows and above the library.  
The foundation has  been poured at the Willows and it is ready for the siding.  The


incubator space above the library needs to go to bid.


AL – Nothing at this time.


TOM – Nothing at this time.


DENNIS – He has collected some prices on garbage cans and benches for the hillside


sidewalk.

VIII.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report for October 2008 and received a third quarter budget position.


George Dewan made the motion to approve paid checks #20710 through #20736 in the


amount of $9,871.31 for claims and $6,467.69 for payroll totaling $16,339.00 from


October 07, 2008 through October 17, 2008.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion; all


council members voted yes, motion passed.

IX.
ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:46


p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion; all council members voted yes, motion

passed.








         R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

    Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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