Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

November 03, 2008

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Dennis


Palmer and Randy Robinson.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Dick


Brown, Assistant Public Works Director and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works


Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None present.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from October 20, 2008, George Dewan made the motion to


approve the minutes as written.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council


members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a report to council members

explaining his department’s activity for October 2008 along with agency assists.

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Dick Brown has been working hard to get all the


vehicles ready for winter.  The Town sprinkler systems have been winterized.  We


are current with the Water/Sewer reports.  John will be retesting in February 2009 for


his sewer license as he did not pass the first exam by three points.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
WILLOW’S RECYCLING PROJECT – Mayor Rickett informed citizens with



the Town newsletter that the recycling center will be open for use by Monday,



November 10th.  We will be accepting:

· Newspapers:  loose or in paper bags.  We cannot accept them bundled or

                             tied or in plastic bags.  We cannot take phone books or



         magazines.

· Plastic Bottles & Milk Jugs:  Rinsed – No Caps

· Aluminum Soda Cans:
· Tin Cans:  Rinsed and labels removed.

· Glass Bottles & Jars:  Green, brown and clear glass – must be rinsed.  No lids, corks, window glass, light bulbs or ceramics.  Only bottles and


jars!

B.
RECREATIONAL FIRES – Corrective information was given to our Town



Attorney, Stephen Bishop, for Ordinance No. 593 to be revised.  Council


discussion on religious, celebratory and bon fire permits.


C.
REVIEW WEED/GRASS ORDINANCE – Council members received copies 


of the current ordinance, Mayor Rickett’s suggested changes, Al Evans


recommendations, George Dewan’s code examples from another city and



an overview of what has been discussed.  Council discussion was focused on



maintaining personal property for appearance and safety from fire hazards.



Randy Robinson made the motion to repeal Section 3.44.020 Unlawful Acts



from Ordinance No. 588.  George Dewan seconded the motion.  Randy Robinson



called for question.  All council members voted yes, motion passed.  Randy



Robinson made the motion to adopt a revised Section 3.44.020 Unlawful Acts,


adopt revised Section 3.44.030 Duty to Remove as proposed by Mayor Rickett, 


Section T and Section U, 1 & 2  from Moses Lake Municipal Code Chapter 8.14.


Dennis Palmer seconded the motion. Tom Johnson called for question; four 


council 
members voted yes, one council member voted no – motion passed. By 


consensus council members also suggested adding Section T from Moses Lake 


Municipal Code Chapter 8.14 to the proposed changes. 

D.
USDA LOAN – Mayor Rickett has contacted AmericanWest Bank last week



inquiring about a competitive loan to graduate the USDA loan.  He will be



contacting INB as well.  Council members discussed the possibility of paying



the remaining balance of the loan instead of acquiring more financing.


E.
GARBAGE CANS – Dennis Palmer submitted brochures from Wilbert Precast,



Inc. displaying garbage cans and benches.  Council members asked Dennis to



measure the available space on the hillside sidewalk and visit the manufacture.



Council consensus was to purchase three garbage cans and one bench.


F.
SNOW BUCKET FOR BACKHOE – We are waiting for ED-KA to call us



when they can construct the bucket.  The backhoe will need to be taken down



to Garfield when ED-KA is ready to manufacture the snow bucket.  George



Dewan brought up the subject of a front blade or bucket for the New Holland



tractor for snow removal on sidewalks.  He also suggested to council members



we may want to look into purchasing a used John Deere Gator for the same


purpose.  We could also use the Gator for water meter reading instead of the 



pickup.  Council discussion on various methods of snow removal.  No decision



was made.


G.
2009 PRELIMINARY BUDGET – Council members received a revised 2009


Preliminary Budget in Excel spreadsheet format.  Mayor Rickett recapped the



changes from the last council meeting.  Council consensus was to raise employee



wages for the Clerk/Treasurer and Town Marshal/Public Works Director five



percent for 2009.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
AMERICANWEST BANK CLOSURE – Council members received a copy of



the letter informing the Town the Oakesdale Branch for AmericanWest Bank will



be closing on January 30, 2009.  Over the past years, the national economy has



been slowing all across the country and there has been very little growth in the



Oakesdale community.  As one of the few remaining commercial businesses in



Oakesdale, they can no longer sustain this location.  The Town’s accounts will be



moved to Tekoa.

IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:


RANDY – He would like to see in the next Town newsletter a reminder to our citizens

about removing all RV’s, boats and etc. off the Town streets so they can be plowed for


snow removal.


DENNIS – He drove around one weekend with Dick Brown looking at the Town’s


facilities and equipment.  He suggested purchasing three rail chains for the snow plow.


He may be able to help with the broken part on the grader through Rowand Machinery.


It was also mentioned to purchase chains for the New Holland for snow removal.


TOM – Nothing at this time.


AL – Nothing at this time.


GEORGE – He would like to see council members make a decision on snow removal for


the sidewalk whether it be a bucket or blade for the New Holland or purchasing another


piece of equipment.  Council members asked George to obtain pricing of said equipment

and bring information to the next council meeting.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members received


October 2008 Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register, Inter-fund Transfer Register and

Check Register.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid checks #20737 through


#20759 in the amount of $13,815.95 for claims and $6,441.43 for payroll totaling


$20,257.38 from October 24, 2008 through October 31, 2008.  Randy Robinson seconded

the motion; all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:31


p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion; all council members voted yes – motion

passed.







         R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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