Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

December 1, 2008

**
PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2009 PRELIMINARY BUDGET – Mayor Rickett


opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  There were no citizens present for


public comment.  Councilman Dennis Palmer inquired about the reasons for 
combining the public safety levy for fire protection and Town Marshal.  It


was explained that both offer the Town safety measures and to divide the


two would add another levy to the ballots that may not pass.  Being no other


public comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Dennis


Palmer and Randy Robinson.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Dick


Brown, Assistant Public Works Director and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works


Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Mayor Rickett recognized Randy Noble from

Thomas, Dean & Hoskins.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from November 17, 2008, Randy Robinson made the motion


to approve the minutes as written.  Tom Johnson seconded the minutes, all council


members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
TD & H ENGINEERING:  Randy Noble submitted final closing documents to council


members on the First Street sidewalk project.  Randy was very pleased with the project’s 
success 
and thanked council members for allowing TD & H to engineer the project.  
This project will service the community for decades.  Randy asked council members for


concurrence that the project be accepted as constructed.  Council members gave their


approval.

VI.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted his monthly report for


November 2008 showing the department’s activity.  John completed a traffic

sting on McCoy Street and warned several people about their speed.  The


garbage at the rental house on Pearl is being addressed by the owner.  The


car crushing hauler, Good Guys Towing, has taken over the collection of cars

signed up for the Whitman County Car Crushing Extravaganza.  They are here


in Oakesdale this week.
VII.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  The snow plow and grader are ready for snow removal.


We are still waiting on the snow bucket from ED-KA for the backhoe.  We still have


several outstanding projects to complete and the sewer lagoon discharge season is fast

approaching.

VIII.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.
WILLOWS RECYCLING PROJECT – The siding project should be finished


by this Friday.  We will be meeting with the school and Whitman County for



promoting waste reduction/sustainability within the community.  This will help



educate proper recycling and composting.  Whitman County is promoting the



Green Teams of the schools in the community.  If Oakesdale joins they will be



the 11th school to promote waste reduction.


B.
RECREATIONAL FIRES – Nothing at this time.

C.
2009 PRELIMINARY BUDGET – Mayor Rickett reviewed the budget



changes with council members consisting of adding the .09 Funding grant



for the business incubator on the revenue and expense side of the budget.



Council members discussed project ideas.  Council members assessed



fund balances for 001 Current Expense, 101 Street Fund and 401



Water/Sewer.


D.
TOWN CABLE – Unfortunately for our Town TV Cable users, we have



not found another company to offer their services to Oakesdale.

IX.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-295 – Council members received copies of



Resolution No. 2008-295 setting the salaries of certain public officials



for 2009.  Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with the reading



of Resolution No. 2008-295.  George Dewan seconded the motion, all council



members voted yes – motion passed.  Tom Johnson made the motion to adopt



Resolution No. 2008-295 setting the salaries of the Town Clerk/Treasurer,



Assistant Public Works Director, Marshal/Public Works Director and


Building Inspector for 2009.  Randy seconded the motion.  Council



discussion on the Assistant Public Works Director wages.  Randy Robinson



called for question.  Four council members voted yes, 1 council member



abstained – motion passed.  Council members will review Dick Brown’s



wages after the first of the year.

X.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

DENNIS – He inquired if the Town retrieved their metal detector back from Clemens


Mechanical & Plumbing.  The answer is no and we will contact Chris Clemens.  Dennis


did have the two benches purchased from Wilbert Precast sealed.


TOM – He thanked John for slowing traffic down on McCoy Street.


AL – Nothing at this time.


GEORGE – He was visiting AWC’s website and found grant information that could be


useful for future use.  Did we receive a small tools/equipment list from the Public Works

department for the 2009 budget?  John and Dick verbally informed council the shop


needs a new welder.  We could also use a power snake when we have sewer problems.


RANDY – He asked if we could have automobiles, trailers, recreational vehicles, etc


six feet away from the pavement to aid in plowing snow this winter – especially down


McCoy Street.  John & Russ will check into this request.  Randy would like to see the


second council meeting each month go back to focusing on planning instead of business.

XI.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s Report, Check


Register, Receipt Register and Inter-fund Transfer Register for November 2008.  Tom


Johnson made the motion to approve checks paid #20782 through #20794 in the amount


of $27,429.39 for claims and $6,258.51 for payroll totaling $33,687.90 from November


21, 2008 through November 30, 2008.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council


members voted yes – motion passed.
XII.
ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:48


p.m. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.







        R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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