Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

January 20, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Randy Robinson, Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson, Al Evans


and George Dewan.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke, Town


Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Kay Miller and Whitman County Gazette reporter, Jana


Mathia.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed the


minutes from December 15, 2008, Randy Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes as

written.  
Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke will present a 2008 year end report at the next


council meeting.

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  We are discharging the lagoons again.  The leak on McCoy has

been repaired.  The service line from the meter box to the main needed to be replaced.  The orange


dump truck blew a tire today.  John asked council members if they have considered replacing the


old truck.  The truck is in need of repairs on the brakes, clutch and lights.  Evergreen Rural Water


of Washington came out to help us detect a few leaks we will need to repair.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
OUTDOOR BURNING – After reviewing our outdoor burning ordinance that was



recently updated for allowing the use of recreational fires, it was noticed that the outdoor



burning of yard debris had been removed.  Council discussed the need to reinstate the


outdoor burning and the consensus of council members agreed.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORK DIRECTOR 2009 CPI RAISE – Council members



will discuss employee’s job performance in Executive Session.


B.
USDA LOAN – Once again we have received a letter from USDA informing us we need



to refinance our loan with another finance company.  They are graduating our loan with


an approximate remaining balance of $154,000 with a 5% interest rate.  Since we are


looking at our banking options with the closure of AmericanWest bank in Oakesdale,



some banks have shown interest in the loan if they can have our banking as well.


C.
UPDATING PERSONNEL POLICY MANUAL – Council members received copies


of the current Personnel Policy Manual with suggested revisions.  Council members were



urged to review the manual by the next council meeting.  We will review chapters 1 – 5



at the next meeting on February 2nd.


D.
LAGOON CATWALK REPAIRS – The catwalks at the lagoons are rotting away and



need replacing.  John Goyke received an estimate of $950 from a contractor that repairs



Co-Ag’s catwalks.  Tom Johnson made the motion to repair the catwalks with an estimate


of $950.  Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion


passed.

IX.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  EVALUATION OF JOB PERFORMANCE FOR ASSISTANT

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – Mayor Rickett announced council would be entering into


Executive Session for ten minutes to review the job performance for the Assistant Public Works

Director.  Tom Johnson made the motion to enter into Executive Session at 8:41 p.m.  Randy


Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

Randy Robinson made the motion to exit Executive Session and return to the regular Town


Council meeting at 8:53 p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted


yes – motion passed.


Randy Robinson made the motion to increase Dick Brown’s wages by 10% effective March 1,


2009.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, 4 council members voted yes and 1 council member


abstained – motion passed.

X.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

RANDY – Nothing at this time.


DENNIS – Nothing at this time.


TOM – He wanted to thank the Public Works department for all their hard work with the snow



removal.


AL – He as observed several locations around town, especially intersections, that could be a safety

          concern to drivers due to the piles of snow heaped along the side.  He thought Public Works


          might have some time to clean up those piles of snow in the coming weeks.  The list of 


          streets were given to John Goyke.  Al asked if council members could have a copy of the


          agenda the week before the meeting.  We can email a tentative agenda on the Thursday


          before the meeting.


GEORGE – He asked John Goyke if he has followed up on the police pickups with Colfax.



        George asked how the recycling center has been operating.  We have some electrical



        corrections to make to satisfy Labor & Industries.  We discussed the business



        incubator project above the library.  It was agreed to ask the .09 funding committee



        for a one year extension to complete the project.  The bid will be published next



        week in the Gazette.  George inquired about evaluating our current water and sewer



        rates.  Nobody wants to see a drastic hike in our rates for provided services.  Should



        we consider a small percentage rate each year to cover inflation?  Our current water



        system needs upgrading and council would like to see a water system plan.

XI.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the


Treasurer’s Report, Check Register, Receipt Register and Inter-fund Transfer Register for


December 2008.  Randy Robinson made the motion to approve checks paid #20833 - #20873


and #20881 - #20884 in the amount of $17,810.85 for claims and $8,848.80 for payroll totaling


$26,659.65 from December 18, 2008 through December 31, 2008.  Dennis Palmer seconded the

motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.  Randy Robinson made the motion to


approve paid checks #20874 - #20880 and #20885 in the amount of $2,571.37 for claims and


$6,740.52 for payroll totaling $9,311.89 from January 09, 2009 through January 15, 2009.


Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XII.
ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m.

Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.









       R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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