Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

February 2, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett. Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson, Al Evans and


George Dewan.  Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance.  Also present


were Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney; Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke,


Town Marshal/Public Works Director

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Dave Hooks and Kay Miller.  Dave Hooks had some


ideas for MaryJane Butter’s 4th of July Farm Fair.  Mayor Rickett explained we will have


a committee put together some ideas for this big event and Dave is more than welcome to

express his ideas to the committee.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members

reviewed the minutes from January 20, 2009, Al Evans made the motion to approve the


minutes as written.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –


motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted reports for December 2008,


January 2009 and a yearly department overview for 2008.

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a report showing a list of 


jobs/projects that were completed in the Public Works department for 2008.  He also


submitted a list of jobs that need completing in 2009 and a list of Water and Street


projects for 2009.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
OUTDOOR BURNING – Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop, prepared Ordinance


No. 597 which amends Ordinance No. 593 and Oakesdale Municipal Code



Chapter 3.48A.030 allowing outdoor fires for yard wastes under certain



circumstances.  George Dewan made the motion to dispense with the reading of



Ordinance No. 597.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members



voted yes – motion passed.  Tom Johnson made the motion to adopt Ordinance



No. 597.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –



motion passed.


B.
USDA LOAN – Council members discussed their options for graduating the



Town of Oakesdale’s loan with USDA.  The Town has received a letter that



requires a response within ninety days.  USDA is looking at our ability to make



payments from other lending sources.  The USDA is a great source of financing



for future projects and we need to stay in good relations with them.  George



Dewan made the motion to pay off the remaining balance of the USDA loan in



October 2009 when the Town’s CD matures at AmericanWest Bank if the USDA



will accept this offer.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion.  Council discussion



consisted of looking at all our options before paying off the loan.  Al Evans 


would like to see three firm offers from a lender before making this decision.  


Call for question, 3 voted yes and 1 voted no – motion passed. 


C.
EMPLOYEE MANUAL REVISION – REVIEWING CHAPTERS 1 – 5 – 


This was tabled until the next council meeting to allow council members more



time to review the manual.


D.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – The .09 Funding Committee have granted our


request for an one year extension on the Business Incubator Project above the



library.  Mayor Rickett reviewed the bid specifications with council members.
VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
2009 .09 FUNDING – Council members received copies of the 2009 request for



funding proposals from the Whitman County Economic Development Public



Facilities Fund (.09 fund).  The Whitman County Board of Commissioners in



conjunction with the Blue Advisory Task Committee (BRATC) is now accepting



applications for Whitman County Economic Development Funds.  The total



funds available for 2009 are $100,000.  Council members discussed the need to



complete our current .09 funding project first before requesting more funds.


B.
STREET SWEEPER – The street sweeper that has the capability to pick up the


gravel while sweeping is not functioning properly.  We have already put



almost $3,000 into repairs in 2008.  Dennis Palmer and Dick Brown would like



a chance to evaluate the problem first before considering taking the piece of



equipment to Spokane for repairs.


C.
STATE BANK NORTHWEST – We have officially changed our banking from


AmericanWest Bank to State Bank Northwest at the Garfield Branch.  



AmericanWest Bank closed their doors on January 30, 2009 at the Oakesdale



Branch.  We closed our Money Market account and began an account with State



Bank Northwest.  We will close our checking account as soon as all the checks



have cleared and the remaining balance will be withdrawn and transferred to our



checking account at State Bank Northwest.  The CD will stay with



AmericanWest Bank until it matures in October 2009.  The penalty to withdraw


the CD before the maturity date was close to $7,000.  The bank is offering a free



courier service everyday of the week excluding holidays and weekends.  City 


Hall is the pickup and drop-off site for all the businesses using this service.

IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

DENNIS, TOM, AL & GEORGE – Nothing at this time.


X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report, Inter-fund Transfer Register, Receipt Register and Check Register


for January 2009.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid checks #20886 –


#20891 and #20893 - #20908 in the amount of $36,782.02 for claims and $6,468.23 for


payroll totaling $43,250.25 from January 23, 2009 through January 30, 2009.  Check


#20892 was voided due to a printer error.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all


council members voted yes – motion passed.

**
Dennis Palmer made a motion to continue the council meeting above the library to


inspect the business incubator project at 9:07 p.m.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, 
all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting from the

business incubator at 9:35 p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members


voted yes – motion passed.









   R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

    Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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