Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

March 2, 2009

**
The Town received six (6) sealed bids on the Business Incubator project.  Mayor

Rickett opened each bid and announced each bid estimate:

· RMR Construction:

$68,625.48 tax included

· Makwil Construction:

$49,091.00 without tax

· R.C. Zeigler Company:
$65,487.00 without tax

· Dan’s Custom Wood Work:
$46,680.07 without tax

· Western States Construction:
$72,000.00 without tax

· Hometown Handyman:
$53,425.00 tax included



The bids will be reviewed for mathematical accuracy and completeness.  The bid



will not be awarded until we have received the electrical bids.

I.
  
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m. following 


the bid opening.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Dennis



Palmer and Randy Robinson.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John



Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS:  Kay Miller – Don Paddock arrived around 8:45



p.m. to express his frustration that his pasture was flooding and he was concerned that his


two calves could drown.  He felt the reason the water was backing up in the pasture was



due to a pile of mud that was left from the creek being ditched a year ago.  Public Works



will follow-up on the complaint tomorrow morning.

IV.
WSU 4TH  YEAR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS:  WSU Students,


Todd Hargrave, Nick Hammond, Hugh Severs and Jodie Knopp are all fourth year



landscape architecture students at Washington State University’s campus in Spokane,


WA. They are developing a project that would bring passenger rail from Spokane to


Pullman.  In particular, their group is interested in developing a stop in Oakesdale.  They


would like to see a volunteer and/or a city staff person to participate with their project.


Maps of the Town and Town history are needed for their research.  Al Evans and Mary 


DeGon volunteered to be the Town contacts.  The students asked council members and 


Kay Miller to complete a one page questionnaire which included what businesses are 


adequate in Oakesdale and what commodities we need.  Questionnaires are to be 



completed and returned to Mary for mailing.

V.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members



reviewed the minutes from February 17, 2009, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve


the minutes as written.  Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted



yes – motion passed.

VI.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a monthly report for February



2009 showing his department’s activity.

VII.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  John Goyke asked council members to consider



purchasing an EPA approved dissolve oxygen meter for conducting tests at the lagoons.



The new meter would cost around $2,000.  Tom Johnson made the motion to purchase



a dissolve oxygen meter.  Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted



yes – motion passed.

VIII.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – We will review all the bids to make sure they are




comparable to the project specifications.  Mayor Rickett submitted seven samples




to Mountain Laboratories consisting of paint, linoleum tile, floor sheet linoleum



and counter top vinyl from the business incubator for asbestos testing.  All



samples tested negative for the presence of asbestos.



B.
WILLOW’S RECYCLING CENTER – The Town of Oakesdale is doing such



a tremendous job GOING GREEN with recycling that Empire Disposal can not




keep up with emptying the recycling bins once a week.  Mayor Rickett will be




meeting with Empire Disposal and Whitman County representatives to review




our recycling program.  Mayor Rickett has been working on the electrical




corrections that are due by March 10th and the citation has been waived.



C.
STREET SWEEPER – The white street sweeper is up and running again and



Public Works is inquiring if they should use it or if the Town should sell it.




Council consensus was to keep it, maintain it and keep sweeping!

IX.
NEW BUSINESS:


A.
VERIZON EASEMENT – The Town, Crossett’s Food Market and the McCoy




Museum all received a request for property easement to Verizon Northwest, Inc.




granting a right-of-way easement to Verizon along the rear property line of City



Hall consisting 10 feet in width and 35 feet in length running North to South




immediately West of the East property line.  Council members discussed our




Town attorney’s recommendations and council members consensus




(4 to 1) that we respond to Verizon with said changes to be added to the easement




agreement.



B.
L & I AUDIT – The Town has received notification that the Department of 




Labor and Industries will be conducting an audit on Friday, March 13th at 10:00




a.m. The initial review will cover the period from 01/01/08 to 12/31/08.  This




audit may be expanded to cover a maximum of three years.

X.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:


DENNIS – Nothing at this time.



TOM – He did try to inquire about the asbestos testing through Whitman County, but he


was glad Mayor Rickett was able to complete the process.



AL – He checked with Avista on the hot water tank blankets and they no longer have



those available.  We will need to find one at a hardware store or such.


RANDY – He would like to see old ordinances that need changing brought to the



planning meeting each month for council to review.



GEORGE – He gave John Goyke a list of available classes and training through



Evergreen Rural Water of Washington.  They have several modules available that



could be very beneficial to John and Dick.



George reviewed with council members the 1993 Capital Facilities Plan which includes



six phases of water system upgrades that were never completed.  Council members



reviewed the colored map identifying the phases, discussed water rates and revenues



needed to update the water system.  George would like to know what other local



communities in our area are charging for water usage. Council discussed replacing



sections of pipe ourselves each summer as a Public Work project.

XI.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF PAID CHECKS:  Council members



reviewed February 2009 Treasurer’s Report, Inter-fund Transfer Register, Receipt



Register and Check Register.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid checks



#21018 through #21036 in the amount of $5,522.99 for claims and $9,447.17 for payroll



totaling $14,970.16 from February 20, 2009 through February 27, 2009.  Randy



Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XII.
ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:46



p.m. Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion


passed.










    R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

  Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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