Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

March 16, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Randy Robinson, Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson, Al


Evans and George Dewan.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John


Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from March 2, 2009, George Dewan made the motion to approve


the minutes as written.  Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members


voted yes – motion passed.

V.
PUBLIC WORKS – METAL DETECTOR:  John Goyke asked council members to

approve spending authorization for a metal detector.  He presented three different types


of metal detectors ranging in prices.  Council consensus was to purchase the water-proof


metal detector that can detect all metals at two and a half feet for $489 before tax.

VI.
PLANNING:

A.
PERSONNEL MANUAL REVIEW – Al Evans made the motion to table this



item.  Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – 



motion passed.  This will appear on the agenda for the next planning meeting



in April.


B.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – Mayor Rickett reviewed all the bids to confirm



they were equal in content.  He did check the low bidder, Dan’s Custom


Woodwork’s, references which were excellent.  We will be placing an electrical



bid for the business incubator in the Whitman County Gazette to be published



consecutively in the next three weeks.  The deadline for receiving sealed bids



will be Monday, April 6th at 7:00 p.m.  Dennis Palmer made the motion to



accept the lowest bid of $46,680.07 before tax from Dan’s Custom Woodwork



and award the firm the business incubator project.  Randy Robinson seconded



the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

VII.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

RANDY – He inquired if we have received an example of an ordinance for recreational


vehicles occupying city right of way premises.  John Goyke submitted a copy of an


ordinance from a local government containing restrictions on temporarily occupied

recreational vehicles.


DENNIS – He inquired about one of the cylinders on the sweeper and replacement tires

for the Tiger mower.


AL – He asked if the flag holders have been ordered or purchased yet to put on the new

light poles over by Ditzy’s.  Mayor Rickett will call and get those ordered.  MaryJane’s


Farm Fair 2009 informational meeting was last week.  She plans on having about thirty

vendor booths around the old mill.  Interested vendors will pay $100 to rent a


booth.  They encourage the Town citizens to do whatever would enhance her celebration.


Council members discussed the Fire Department’s pancake feed, vendors in the park,


beer gardens and having a parade.  The next meeting for any Oakesdale citizens


interested in participating in the Farm Fair 2009 will be Thursday, March 26th at 6:00


p.m. at the Fire Station.


GEORGE – He asked John Goyke if he has followed up on the police pick-ups available

through a tribal agency.  He would like to see the Town enforce the junk vehicle


ordinance.  The flower pots hanging on the poles in town last summer received many 
compliments.  Council would like to continue with the hanging baskets, but position them


lower on the poles for easier access to water and maintain.  Town staff will be


responsible for watering during the work week.


George submitted a graph comparing other local government’s water and sewer rates to


Oakesdale’s.  Council discussed the chronic bad areas in our water system and past

improvements. One council member described our water system as a whole on a scale


from 1 to 10 – rating ours as a 6/7. Over the past six years we have seen the cost of


maintaining the system increase and yet we have not increased the cost of our services


to the public.  Council members discussed at length if there is a worthy need to consider


rate increases to water whether it be a percent or flat amount.  No decision was made.
VIII.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report for March 2009.  Randy Robinson made the motion to approve


paid checks #21037 through #21061 in the amount of $16,414.84 for claims and


$6,836.05 for payroll totaling $23,250.89 from March 06, 2009 through March 16, 2009.

Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.
IX.
ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:33


p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council voted yes – motion passed.









  R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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