Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

April 06, 2009

**
The call for bids for electrical work on the Business Incubator project closed


at 7:00 p.m.  The Town received one sealed bid from Alpha Electric with a


base bid not less than $4,494.44 (tax included) and not more than $4,693.98


(tax included).

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order after opening the

electrical bid at 7:04 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, and


Dennis Palmer.  Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance.  Also present

were Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney; Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke,


Town Marshal/Public Works.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None present

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After reviewing the minutes

from March 16, 2009, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written.


Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a report for March 2009


showing his department’s activity for the month.  During April the Oakesdale Marshal’s


office will be sending out violation notices for hulk vehicles and garbage.  All hulk


vehicle owners and persons not complying with the garbage codes will be sent a letter


of correction.  A $1,500 grant has been applied for to be used for traffic enforcement for

the month of May.  The emphasis will be on seatbelt enforcement during the hours of


7:00 p.m. until 1:00 a.m.  Al Evans voiced a concern about the two mini-motorcycles


being ridden all over town during all hours of the day and night.  A few people have


witnessed them running stop signs on Steptoe and HWY 27 (First Street).  John informed


council members the bikes are legal to operate without being licensed but they do need


headlights.  They do have to follow the traffic laws just like anybody else.

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  The oxygen/ph meter arrived for the lagoons and we


will begin using it this month.  We have been discharging the lagoons over the weekend.


This is due to a high amount of infiltration.  Smoke testing of the system will be


conducted sometime in 2009 to determine the cause of the high infiltration.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – We have signed a contract with Dan’s Custom


Woodwork as the contractor for the business incubator project.  Dan is in the



process of obtaining the performance bond we requested.  We may be



responsible for the cost of the performance bond as this was not in the


call for bids.  We have received the certificate of insurance and he is



expected to begin the project any day.


B.
RECYCLING CENTER – Empire Disposal will begin using a truck



that will have the capacity to hold all of our recyclables each week



they empty our recycling bins.  There is a possibility the Town may be



charged for the recycling bins to be emptied each week.  There is no



market right now for such materials.  Currently, the Town receives no



monies from the recycling center. Whitman County receives the funds



for selling the recyclable products.


C.
L & I AUDIT – Council members received copies of the audit finding from


Washington State Department of Labor & Industries showing overpaid premiums



for 2008.  The overpayment was due to employee comp hours not being


calculated properly in the BIAS software creating more hours than should have



been reported.  The problem has since been fixed and we will receive a



$289.43 refund from Labor & Industries.  In the past, the Mayor and council



members have not been reported to L & I.  We have been informed that the



Mayor and council members are considered covered workers and we do have to 


report the hours they attend council meetings and/or performing services in 


regards to their elected position that they receive compensation for.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
REQUEST FOR METAL FROM WILLOW’S SIGN -  We received a request



from Wayne Wood, Lewiston, Idaho, to purchase two strips of metal from the



sign on the Willows.  Council members at a previous council meeting had



decided to restore the sign.  Council consensus was to allow Al Evans to restore



the sign and not to sell any of the metal from the sign.  Mary will contact Mr.



Wood and inform him of council’s decision.


B.
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-296 DISASTER ASSISTANCE FUNDS – Mayor



Rickett reviewed Resolution No. 2009-296 with council members which would



allow the Town to proceed with applying for FEMA funds for the December



2008 Severe Winter Storms event.  The funds would help to reimburse the Town



for wages and equipment use during two days in December 2008 for plowing the



excessive snow.  The Town could be reimbursed for approximately $2,000.  Al



Evans made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2009-296 allowing the Mayor to



be designated the authorized representative and Mary DeGon designated the



alternate representative on behalf of the Town of Oakesdale.  Dennis Palmer



seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.
IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

DENNIS – He inquired about needing a riding mower for mowing season.  At the present


time, we use the New Holland, Tiger mower and a push mower to mow all the areas


around town.  He asked if we were going to install shelves on the storage side of the


Willow’s for all the plumbing supplies.  That is the intention to do this summer.


TOM – There is water pooling at the corner of McCoy and 7th.  Is there something the

Town can do to help the excess water flow to the drainage ditch?  Where the water is


pooling is not on city property.  It would be up to the property owners to fix the drainage


problem.


AL – He would like to begin restoring the Willow’s sign back to the original Murphy’s

Garage.  He inquired about the mosquito spraying for this year.  We are part of the


consortium for mosquito spraying with Rosalia, Tekoa and Latah.  There has been no


meeting yet to discuss this year’s spraying.  Al would like to be considered for the next


Mayor Pro-tem.


GEORGE – He had a request from Chris Ellis for a variance to put a 4ft fence along his

property facing 5th Street.  Chris is tired of the neighbor’s garbage coming into his yard.


The fence would be installed on city right-of-way approximately 5ft from the street with 
council’s approval.  John voiced the concern that the fence would enclose the water


meter.  Council would like Chris to submit a drawing of the area he would like to


add the fence.  John will confirm the meter location.  Chris also requested council’s


consideration to vacate 5th Street where it stops at the creek.  He would like to build a


storage shed in that area.  Council was not in favor of vacating a section of 5th Street

but they did discussed giving Chris the option to put a storage shed on the property that


could be moved at any time the Town requested use of the property again.  No decision


was made.  George has received two complaints about garbage and the mess in front of


a property on McCoy Street.  John is aware of the mess and the owners are in the process


of moving.  He asked if we will be hiring a summer temp for mowing again.  Mayor

Rickett did include a summer temp in the 2009 budget.  We will begin looking at hiring


someone as the weather improves.  George asked council members if they would


consider replacing meters with electronic meters in the future.  They would be easier to


read and cut the meter reading time at least by half.  Council asked George to bring some


cost estimates on the meter replacements.
X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register, Check Register and Inter-fund Transfer Register


for March 2009.  Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks #21062 - #21089 in


the amount of $16,625.40 for claims and $9,200.76 for payroll totaling $25,826.16 from


March 20, 2009 through March 31, 2009.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council


members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.


Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






   R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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