Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

April 20, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Dennis Palmer and


Randy Robinson.  Councilman Tom Johnson was not in attendance.  Also present were

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Mike Nearing and Bill Lanius


Bill had four concerns he wanted to bring to councils’ attention:
1. Can we post a speed limit sign on McCoy reminding driver’s the speed limit


is 25 MPH?  Several people speed down McCoy and he has a concern about


the younger children’s safety.

2. Is their a Town Code to control camping trailers and RV’s parked on city right-


of-way creating bad vision on the corner of Pearl and 6th Street?

3. The motorized mini-bikes are driving all over town at all times of the day and


evenings.  Is there operating hours they can ride so the noise is not disturbing


the rest of the people?

4. There has been mention of a boy being a bully in the park to young kids.  What


can we do to stop that?


Council will review the ordinances to determine what steps are necessary to comply with


the requests.  John did address the bullying situation and advised to file a report that a

crime has been committed.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the minutes from April 06, 2009, Al Evans made the motion to approve the


minutes as written.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted


yes – motion passed.

V.
PLANNING:

A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – The demolition started last Thursday.



The contractor asked if they could take the old kitchen cabinets when they



remove them.  They also found a broken fire engine light and would like to



keep it.  Council consensus was to grant both requests.  We need to go to bid on



the electrical work again.  The one bidder, Alpha Electric, we received on the



first call for bids was not aware the job required prevailing wages to be paid.  We



received his decline to proceed with the project.  Bids are due by May 4, 2009 by


7:00 p.m.


B.
SUMMER HELP – Mayor Rickett did included wages in the 2009 budget for



temporary summer help.  We have received one application and we will post a



few signs advertising the position as well as including it in the Town newsletter.



The position pays ten dollars per hour with no benefits.  Hours will vary



depending on the job duties. Council consensus was to hire summer help.


C.
PERSONNEL MANUAL REVIEW – CHAPTERS 6 – 8 – Council


members reviewed the following chapters and made changes:



Chapter 6


6.1  Performance Evaluations – Delete first sentence:  To achieve the Town’s


goal to train, promote and retain the best qualified employee for every job.


Word changes in last paragraph:  Employees shall be evaluated by their


supervisor prior to completion of their probation period and once every 12



months thereafter.



6.2 Training Policy – Add sentence at the end of the paragraph:  Required


certifications and/or licenses will be paid by the Town.


6.3 Training Time and Employee Wages – Delete a word in last sentence:


Travel to and from training events before or after working hours is not


reimbursable.



Chapter 7


7.1 Paid Employee Benefits – No changes



7.2 Retirement Benefits – Change a word in the last paragraph:  Employees



intending to retire should notify their supervisor of their intent to retire at least



three months prior to the date of retirement.



7.3 Disability Benefits – Word change under Workers Compensation first



paragraph:  These reviews shall be conducted by the Mayor and/or supervisor.



7.4 Unemployment Compensation – No changes



Chapter 8


8.1 Vacation Leave – Change eligibility from 6 months to 3 months for accrued 


vacation use.  Delete entire second paragraph:  If an employee is unable to take


all vacation available, up to a one year accrual can be carried over to the next


year with the Mayor’s approval.  Vacation accrued over the one year maximum


will be forfeit.  Vacations must be approved by the Mayor.  Replace second



paragraph with:  Employee can earn a maximum of 240 vacation hours.  If an


employee reaches the cap no further accrual of hours will be earned until use of


banked vacation hours.


Council members discussed current employee balances of accrued vacation and



who would already be over the cap when this change of vacation hours goes into



effect.  Dennis Palmer made the motion that any employee that has an accrual of



vacation hours over the 240 hours cap will be paid out when the employee



manual changes have been adopted.  George Dewan seconded the motion, all



council members voted yes – motion passed.



George made the motion to table the rest of the personnel manual review until the



next planning meeting.  Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members



voted yes – motion passed.

VI.
VARIANCE FOR FENCE:  Chris Ellis submitted a drawing showing the location of

the fence he would like to build on city right-of-way with council members permission.


Chris is asking the Town for a variance to build a privacy fence along the corner of

Bartlett & Fifth.  The fence would be located approximately nine feet from the pavement.


Council members reviewed the drawing and discussed the variance request .

Council members’ consensus was to reject the request.  The fence would be too close to


the pavement.  Mayor Rickett will meet with Chris and discuss an alternative placement.


Chris also asked council members for permission to put a movable storage shed on the


end of 5th Street by the creek next to his garage.  At this time, the Town does not use or


maintain that section of street.  Council members’ consensus was to allow the request and


Mayor Rickett will compose an agreement.

VII.
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  It has been six months since George Dewan was chosen to be


Mayor Pro-tem.  Al Evans had made a request at the last council meeting to be


considered for the next six months.  Mayor Rickett stated he would like to leave George


as Mayor Pro-tem for the next six months due to changing all the bank signature cards.


Randy Robinson said he would like to leave it the same due to the fact we will have a


a new Mayor and council at the end of the year.  Council consensus was to leave George


as Mayor Pro-tem for another six months.

VIII.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:


RANDY – His two issues of the mini-bikes and trailers have been addressed earlier in the


meeting.


DENNIS – He asked if we can purchase the bleach for the sewer system in 30 gallon


containers to save money rather than purchasing the bleach in a pallet of one gallon


containers.  John Goyke stated Spokane does not stock the 30 gallon drums.  We could


consider going to a powder form of bleach and mix it.  Dennis would like to see council


members take a tour of all the Town’s facilities during a planning meeting when the


weather is nicer.


AL – The awning is ripped in several places in front of City Hall and we should look into

repairing it or replacing it.  Dennis suggested calling F.O. Berg for a quote.  He had a


question about a check issued that appeared to be coded to animal control, but he misread


the description of the purchase which contained a renewal for the Norton Anti-virus


protection for John’s computer.


GEORGE – Fire Chief, Gary Shrope, would like to know if he could include quarterly


information from the fire department in the Town’s newsletter.  Mayor Rickett told   
George to inform Gary to write something up and he would take a look at it.  George 
asked if council members needed to receive a Treasurer’s Report each council meeting.  
Mary DeGon said yes!

IX.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report for April 2009.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid


checks #21090 through #21116 in the amount of $5,847.74 for claims and $6,939.05 for


payroll totaling $12,786.79 from April 09, 2009 through April 17, 2009.  Al Evans


seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

X.
ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:48


p.m.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion

passed.
ATTEST:






  R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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