Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

May 04, 2009

**
Mayor R.W. closed the call for electrical bids for the business incubator


project at 7:00 p.m.  Three bids were received:


1.
Gropp Electric, Inc.


$11,450.00 plus tax


2.
Artic Lighting & Electric, LLC
$11,814.00 plus tax


3.
Carlton Electric


$  7,282.45 plus tax

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order after opening bids


at 7:07 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and


Dennis Palmer.  Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance.  Also present


were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Dick Brown, Assistant Public Works Director


and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Mike Nearing

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed the April 20, 2009 minutes, George Dewan made the motion to approve the


minutes as written.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –

motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL’S REPORT:  John Goyke submitted a report to council members


showing his department’s activity for April 2009.  John applied for a $1,500 traffic 
enforcement grant from the Washington State Traffic Commission.  The grant was


awarded for overtime pay for traffic patrol from May 18th to the end of the month


between the hours of 7 PM to 1 AM.  John has identified 28 vehicles in city limits


that appear to be hulk vehicles and the owners will be receiving violation notices. 

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  During a routine water sample, coliform was detected.

The possible source came from work being done on leaking water service lines.  The


Town is currently chlorinating the system using chlorination pumps at the well heads.


A system inspection revealed the possible source could have come from Well #5.  At the


base of the pump there is water leaking causing algae growth.  Fogle Pump & Supply


came to inspect both wells and they will give us their recommendations on needed repairs

and maintenance.  We will be doing a full system flush this week.  On Wednesday, we

will open each fire hydrant to flush the water lines and on Thursday we will flush the


water tank.  The well heads will be sanitized this week as well.  They are working hard


to find and fix any and all water leaks.  They should have the water leaks fixed by next


week, May 15th.  John will send several water samples to the lab for testing on Monday,


May 18th.  If the tests come back good, then he will submit five more samples to the lab


for testing as required by the Department of Health due to the detection of coliform from


the previous test.  All the streets have been swept for sand/gravel used during the winter


months.  The transmission is out on the Lawn Boy push mower.  Dick can get a


transmission for around $65 and replace it himself.  Council agreed to have Dick fix the


mower.  George requested Public Work employees to wear a safety harness when


climbing to the top of the water tank.  Al asked if the bad water sample happened after

we fixed the last two water leaks on Steptoe.  John was not sure and would have to check


the date of the tests.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – Tom Johnson made the motion to award the



electrical bid for the business incubator to the lowest bidder, Carlton Electric


in the amount of $7,282.45 plus tax.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all



council members voted yes – motion passed.


B.
VARIANCE FOR FENCE – Mayor Rickett met with Chris Ellis to discuss his


request for a variance for a privacy fence along the corner of Bartlett and 5th.



Council members did not approve of the first request that would have put the



fence 9 feet from the pavement.  After reviewing the drawing with Chris, the



diagram was incorrect and should have shown 15 feet away from the pavement.



Al requested a corrected copy of the diagram before council members grant the



request.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
PROJECT ACCESS CARE GIVER MEETING REQUEST – Sarah called



from Project Access concerned on where they are going to hold their



monthly care giver meetings now that the Nighthawk Café is closed.  She asked



if they could use the council chambers on the second Monday of each month



from 2 PM to 3:30 PM.  Council members agreed to the request as long as



Mary or someone else would be present at City Hall during their meeting.


B.
ORGANIC RECYCLING PROJECT – Mayor Rickett has begun to contact


vendors on our small works roster for the limited public works project on the



organic recycling project behind the old bus barn.  He is in the process of getting


bids for the fencing, asphalt and concrete blocks.  Bids are due by May 18th.


Paying prevailing wage does still apply to this project.


C.
CITY HALL AWNING – We contacted the company who made the awning,


F.O. Berg, and met with them to obtain a quote to replace the canvas on the



awning frame.  We received a quote of $1,7000 before tax.  Council members


viewed color swatches and agreed to have forest green.  Council members also



discussed painting the front of the building while the awning frame is removed



for fitting the canvas.  Paint choices were discussed and Dennis will look for



more paint samples.


D.
WATER LEAK RELIEF REQUEST – Les Camp wrote a letter to council



members asking for relief on his water bill for a broken stand pipe that occurred



during the winter months resulting in an overage of $446.00 plus tax.  Al asked



to see the Town code that pertains to aiding residents with water leaks.  Mayor



Rickett retrieved the code book and read Chapter 2 Code 2.16.070 Part B, “Any



water customer whose monthly water charges have suddenly and unexpectedly



increased as the result of a water leak may petition the Town Council for an



adjustment in the charges for the period during which the leak remained



undetected. Provided:

1. The customer did not know about the leak.
2. When the leak is finally discovered, the customer took reasonable

 action to promptly repair the leak.

3.   Town Council must find the increased water charge resulted from


 the leak during the period for which the adjustment is sought and will


 impose an undue hardship upon the water customer.

The Town council shall act upon all such petitions promptly and impartially,
but shall be under no obligation to grant the requested adjustment.  Any such

adjustment may be in the form of a reduction in the water charge, a payment

plan or a combination thereof.”  Al Evans made the motion to grant relief of the

$446.00 in overage plus tax for Les Camp.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion,
all council members voted yes – motion passed.

IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

GEORGE – He submitted handouts that have seasonal choices of street banners.  He


would like to see the Town have four seasons of banners.  Council members reviewed

banner choices and suggested to try one season first using a patriotic theme.  George


said the imprint fee is a one time charge of $70 and each banner costs $10.  Council

members questioned the quality of a banner for $10.  Al Evans made the motion to


purchase 13 new banners with a patriotic theme and any necessary hardware to hang


them on the poles.  George Dewan seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –


motion passed.


AL – Nothing at this time.


TOM – Nothing at this time.


DENNIS – He submitted paint samples for the front of City Hall and the Museum.  Paint


cost per gallon was an estimated $24.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


April 2009 Treasurer Report, Inter-fund Transfer Register, Check Register and Receipt


Register.  Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks #21117 through #21129 in


the amount of $17,495.35 for claims and $6,556.66 for payroll totaling $24,052.01 from


April 21, 2009 through May 01, 2009.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion.  George


questioned the comp time being earned by John Goyke and was it approved.  Mayor

Rickett assured council members that it had been pre-approved.  George called for


question, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m.


Dennis palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






   R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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