Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

May 18, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson, Al Evans and


George Dewan.  Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance.  Also present


were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and Dick Brown, Public Works.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Jeslyn Lemke, Whitman County Gazette and Mike


Nearing.  Jeslyn replaced Jania Mathia from the Gazette and will be attending some of 
our council meetings. Mike wanted to thank the Public Works department for doing such 
a good job on replacing the water service to his home.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed May 4, 2009 minutes, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes


as written.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion

passed.

V.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR – The contractor has made a few minor changes that


have really improved the layout of the business incubator space.  The contractor



removed the alcove by the furnace and squared up the walls.  The rewiring is



done and we are ready for sheetrock.  There have been no surprises and/or



change orders needed.  The project is moving at a good pace.


B.
VARIANCE FOR FENCE – RESOLUTION NO. 2009-299 – George Dewan



made the motion to dispense with the reading of Resolution 2009-299 allowing a



fence to be installed on Town property at 410 W Bartlett.  Tom Johnson



seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.  George



Dewan made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2009-299 granting permission



to the present owner(s) at 410 W Bartlett to install a privacy fence on the



condition it does not block the view of approaching cars on either Bartlett or



Fourth Streets, it does not interfere with snow removal and the fence can be


removed at the Town’s request should that portion of right of way be needed.



Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion


passed.  Council members discussed having a resolution for Craig Rickett’s


request for a variance for his fence back on September 15, 2008.  Craig was


given permission verbally from council members and it was recorded as such in



the minutes.  Mayor Rickett will create a resolution for that variance request as



well.

C.
ORGANIC RECYCLING PROJECT – Mayor Rickett opened the bids for the limited

public works project as follows:


EKO BLOCKS:

Palouse Hills Lawn & Shrub Service - $3,859.24 includes tax


Atlas Construction - $2,100 for 60 blocks and $120 per hour for delivery (can only haul





20 blocks at a time) plus tax


FENCING:

Split Rock Fencing - $12,884.26 includes tax


ASPHALT:

Poe Asphalt - $19,775.18 plus tax


Inland Paving - $26,916.50 plus tax


Giese Paving & Excavation - $27,534.00 plus tax


Spokane Rock Products Inc. - $32,000 plus tax


The asphalt bids came in quite a lot higher than the estimate used in the application for

our grant.  Since this is a limited public works project we have a little latitude to negotiate


with the lowest bidder to see if we can get closer to our original estimate.  We would hate


to scrap the project.  Council did not award any contracts pending on further information.


Al Evans asked if we might be able to consider using concrete instead of asphalt and


Mary suggested checking with Whitman County Public Works to see if we can use our


inter-local agency agreement for asphalt work.  Mayor Rickett will look into both


possibilities.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-297 – George Dewan made the motion to dispense



with the reading of Resolution No. 2009-297 for setting the salaries of certain



public officials.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted



yes – motion passed.  Dennis Palmer made the motion to adopt Resolution No.



2009-297 increasing the Assistant Public Works Director’s salary to $2,722.34



per month retroactive to March 1, 2009.  Tom seconded the motion, 2 council



members voted yes, 1 abstained from voting – motion passed.

B.
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-298 – Tom Johnson made the motion to dispense



with the reading of Resolution No. 2009-298 designating an official Town



newspaper.  Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –



motion passed.  Tom Johnson made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2009-



298 that the Whitman County Gazette is hereby designated the official



newspaper for the Town of Oakesdale effective on and after January 1, 2009.


Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion


passed.


C.
WATER BILL RELIEF REQUEST – Bianca Quintiliani has petitioned



council members for relief on her water bill dated April 30, 2009 due to a 



broken pipe discovered in December 2008.  This bill is causing her undue



hardship as she has some unexpected bills due to a divorce and recent car



accident.  Tom Johnson made the motion to grant relief for the $226.00 usage



overage plus tax leaving Bianca owing the minimum amount of $51.89 on her



utility bill.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –



motion passed.

VII.
PLANNING:

A.
PERSONNEL MANUAL REVIEW –



CHAPTER 8 Continued: 


8.2  Sick Leave – Change the most accrued hours from 240 to 320.



8.3  Family Leave Act – No changes



8.4  Leave Without Pay – No changes



8.5  Jury and Witness Leave – No changes



8.6  Military Leave – No changes



8.7  Bereavement Leave – Remove total number of days (5) and re-word



       sentence to read:  Additional leave may be granted at the discretion and


       approval of both the supervisor and Mayor.



8.8  Holidays – No changes



CHAPTER 9:


9.1  General Code of Conduct – First paragraph last sentence change



        department head to supervisor.



9.2  Outside Employment and Conflicts of Interest – Example #5 last

                                  sentence add:  An employee who chooses to have an additional job,


        contractual commitment or self-employment, may do so only after

                                  obtaining prior approval from the Mayor in writing.



9.3  Reporting Improper Governmental Action – No changes



9.4  Political Activities – No changes



9.5  No Smoking Policy - *Check RCW’s for official wording



9.6  Personal Possessions and Electronic Communications – Re-word



       first sentence in first paragraph to read:  The Town assumes no 


        responsibility for any theft or damage to the personal belongings of an 


        employee and reserve the right to search an employee’s desk, and 


       
        personal belongings brought onto Town premises, if warranted.



9.7   Use of Town Vehicles and Equipment – No changes



9.8   Contact with the News Media – No changes



9.9   Seat Belt Policy – No changes



9.10 Driver’s License Requirements – No changes


9.11  Solicitations – No changes



9.12  Safety – First paragraph last sentence add: Any mandatory safety


         equipment will be provided by the Town at the Town’s expense.



9.13  Substance Abuse – No changes


B.
BANNERS – We did not place an order for the banners due to wrong pricing


information.  George Dewan submitted new pricing information from another



company.  Council discussed the need for new banners or continue using the ones



we have left from a few years ago.  George suggested using the remaining old



ones and add a new banner on the lamp posts and in between the old ones.



Council members consensus was to pass on purchasing new banners at this time.

VIII.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

DENNIS – He hopes to have the front of City Hall and the museum painted by the 4th of

July.  Mayor Rickett offered Dennis to use someone from public works to help get the


painting done.  The canvas on the awning has been replaced and F.O. Berg is ready to


reinstall the awning.


TOM – Nothing at this time.


AL – He asked when we are going to start the mosquito spraying.  Some citizens are


starting to notice mosquitoes flying around.  We can start anytime and Mayor Rickett


will notify Tekoa City Hall to get us on the spray list.  Our Town will be sprayed for


mosquitoes on Tuesday evenings.  Al needs help taking down the Willow sign so he


can refurbish it.  Dick will assist Al when he has a free moment.


GEORGE – The school tennis court looks awful and is not being maintained.  He

asked who is responsible to maintain it and who has the key to the padlock on the


gate?  According to Town records, the Town owns the property where the tennis


court is located and the school paid for the installation of the tennis court.  George


was advised to approach the school board committee with his concerns.

IX.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed

the Treasurer’s Report for May 2009.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid


checks #21130 through #21150 in the amount of $4,241.94 for claims and $6,980.61 for


payroll totaling $11,222.55 from May 07, 2009 through May 13, 2009.  Dennis Palmer


seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

X.
ADJOURNMENT:   Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.


Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.


ATTEST:




           R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

         Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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