Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

July 06, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, George Dewan, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and


Dennis Palmer.  Councilman Randy Robinson arrived at 8:45 p.m.  Also present were


Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney; Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and John Goyke, Town


Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Jack Fanning and Mike Nearing


Jack Fanning – He addressed council about an email he received from his employer

stating they received a call from John Goyke that Jack is calling and being very


rude to the city clerk in Oakesdale.  John called because jack is calling on company time

and using Co-Ag’s phone.  They would like it to stop at least as it relates to company


time and equipment.  Jack feels this has all been a misunderstanding and would like the


Town to apologize to his employer.  Council members felt this was not a council issue

and it needed to be discussed between the Mayor, Town Marshal and Jack.  Mayor


Rickett encouraged Jack to call and set up a meeting sometime this week to discuss


the matter.  Jack said he would think about that and left the meeting.


Mike Nearing – Great job over the 4th of July weekend.  The event looked to be very 
successful.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members 
reviewed June 15, 2009 minutes, George Dewan made the motion to approve the

minutes as written.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted


yes – motion passed.

V.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  George Dewan made the motion to enter into Executive


Session at 7:15 p.m. for fifteen minutes for legal council on a civil suit.  Dennis Palmer

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.  Council exited


executive session at 7:30 p.m.

 VI.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted his written report to council

members showing his department’s activity for June 2009.  During this month, John will


issue approximately 20 vehicle notices to owners for junk cars/hulk vehicles.  John was


very happy with the 4th of July event.  There were no incidents.

VII.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Mayor Rickett informed council members that Dick


Brown has been hospitalized.  He will be having surgery tomorrow for a blockage in his


intestines.  We have started working on the outdoor recycling project.  The area has been


staked out and George Cotterill will begin adding the six inches of gravel that is needed


for the asphalt.  Mayor Rickett thanked Dennis Palmer for all his volunteer hours painting


City Hall, the museum and the little gas station.  The Town looked very nice for


MaryJane’s Farm Fair.  The Town did participate in Whitman County’s tire amnesty


event and we have 110 tires to take down this Friday.  George Dewan thanked Dick &

Debbie Brown for donating the little shrubs planted by the welcome signs.

VIII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR PROJECT UPDATE:  The stairs needed some



serious work.  The wood underneath the staircase was charred.  The wainscoting



could not be saved going up the stairs, but it was replaced with similar material.


B.
ORGANIC RECYCLING PROJECT UPDATE:  George Cotterill will be


working this week to get the gravel spread out on the project site.

IX.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
JOHN GOYKE’S RESIGNATION:  On June 23, 2009, John Goyke submitted


his resignation effective August 31, 2009.  John will be moving to San Antonio,



Texas and will no longer be available to perform his job duties.


B.
MARSHAL REPLACEMENT:  Council members discussed the future needs



for the Town Marshal position.  Many see the need to be more part-time at 20



hours per week rather than 40.  Council members were given a proposal from



Dan Brown, who works for Whitman County Sheriffs, stating he would have an



interest in working for the Town 20 hours per week and possibly sharing those



hours with a fellow officer, Keith Cooper.  Council members would like to meet



with both officers to discuss the potential need of police coverage for the Town.


C.
WATER LATE FEES/WATER ON/OFF FEES:  Council members reviewed


changes to Oakesdale Municipal Code:



2.16.040 Late Fee.  The $10 late fee remained the same and the 1 ½ percent of



unpaid amount was removed.



2.16.050 Lien for unpaid bills.  Wording was changed to reflect how the shut-off



notices have been processed over the past several years.  The cost for first-class 


certified mail on a shut-off notice will now be charged on the customer’s utility



bill.  All filing costs, including the release of lien, shall be added to the owner’s



delinquent account.



2.16.140 Turning off/on.  There shall be a ten dollar fee due for any water and/or



sewer disconnection or reconnection.


Council members discussed recommended changes.  Dennis Palmer made the



motion to accept said changes as submitted.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion,



3 council members voted yes, 1 abstained – motion passed.  The changes will



be submitted to Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop, for review and updating the



code.


D.
WATER TOWER CLEANING:  It has been three years, April 2006, since the



water tank has been cleaned and inspected.  Mayor Rickett received a proposal



from Liquid Engineering Corporation for $2,750 for tank cleaning and inspection



and another $750 for installing a silt stop riser which will help prevent the silt


from being stirred up in the bottom of the tank when the water runs low.  Council



discussed the need to do this now or wait for two more years.  George Dewan



made the motion to schedule the water tank to be cleaned, inspected and install



the silt stop riser.  Tom Johnson seconded the motion, 4 council members voted



yes, 1 voted no – motion passed.


E.
AUTHORIZATION TO USE WHITMAN COUNTY SMALL WORKS &



PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ROSTER: Whitman County has received


various requests from other county entities for authorization to use Whitman



County’s small works and professional services rosters for the purchase of



materials, equipment, supplies and for contracting with consultants.  If the



Town of Oakesdale is interested, we would need to enter into an inter-local



contract or agreement with Whitman County.  An inter-local agreement was



included with the cover letter.  George Dewan made the motion to enter into


an inter-local agreement between Whitman County and the Town of Oakesdale



allowing two governmental entities to use one small works roster.  Dennis



Palmer seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.


F.
2010 INVITATION TO MARYJANE BUTTERS:  Mayor Rickett would like


to send a letter from the Town of Oakesdale inviting MaryJane to bring her Farm



Farm back to Oakesdale next year.  Tom Johnson made the motion to send



MaryJane Butters and invitation for 2010.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion,



all council members voted yes – motion passed.

X.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

RANDY – Nothing at this time.


DENNIS – He suggested we work on the snow plow before we need it again.  We need


to have TJ from ED-KA look at the plow and see what it would take to repair it or 
fabricate a new one.  Dennis talked with Mark Doneen about the masonry work needed


on the little gas station.  Mark does this kind of work for a living and he would be glad to


give us a cost estimate for repair work on the brick for the gas station.


TOM – He has a concern with the continued lack of maintenance on the property at

605 W McCoy.  Not only are they not maintaining the front and back yards, but the junk


scattered all over the property could be potential rodent problems.  The owners have been


busy relocating to the Tri-Cities area, but still are not taking care of the property.  Mayor


Rickett will send the owners a letter addressing the issues.


AL – He inquired about the water and sewer certified operator position since John has 

submitted his resignation.  He asked when the Willow’s was going to be painted.  We


will be in touch with Bill Lanius to get the painting done on the Willow’s.


GEORGE – The white sweeper is leaking oil and it won’t start.  Council members

discussed options and decided to wait for Dick to come back to work and get his


opinion as well.  George also inquired what will we do about having a water/sewer


certified operator.  There were many suggestions discussed:

· Ken Jacobs from Rosalia has his water certification and we might be able to

 
use his license for an interim amount of time.

· Mayor Rickett through his name into the mix.  He would be interested in obtaining both certifications for the Town since he we no longer be involved


with council.

· Randy Robinson has talked with Terry Hammer and he too showed some interest


in obtaining his water/sewer license as well as perform the Town Marshal duties.

No decisions were made in regards to the certifications.

XI.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register, Check Register and Inter-fund Transfer Register


for June 2009.  Tom Johnson made the motion to approve paid checks #21201 - #21237


in the amount of $29,987.41 for claims and $10,053.05 for payroll totaling $40,040.46

from June 19, 2009 through July 01, 2009.  Dennis Palmer seconded the motion, all


council members voted yes – motion passed.

XII.
ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:33 p.m.

Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






   George Dewan, Mayor-Protem
  Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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