Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

August 3, 2009

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Randy Robinson, Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson, Al


Evans and George Dewan.  Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Dick


Brown, Public Works and John Goyke, Town Marshal/Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Keith Cooper
IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members


reviewed July 20, 2009 minutes, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes


as written.  Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –


motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  John Goyke submitted his monthly report for July 2009


to council members showing his department’s activity for the month.  John listed four


cases he wants to complete before he leaves:

1. Hulk Vehicle Notices must be mailed out this week so citizens can respond by the August 17th council meeting.

2. Respond to a very large information request

3. DCFS report forwarded to Whitman County Sheriff’s Office

4. Coroner’s report forwarded to Rosalia Police Department

VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  The dump truck has a new dump gate built by Goyke


Farms that will aid in the asphalt work we are doing this week.  Items that need

completion before the end of August:

1. Yearly water samples and monthly water/sewer samples

2. Finish paving projects

3. Install new lock on the back door at City Hall
4. Paint crosswalks


It would speed the paving process if we could rent a steam roller this week.  Mayor


Rickett will call tomorrow morning to arrange renting a roller.

VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
TOWN MARSHAL REPLACEMENT – Dan Brown was unable to attend


tonight’s meeting to discuss his proposal with council members, but Mayor



Rickett spoke with Dan at length last week about the police coverage and



Keith Cooper was present to answer any questions.  Mayor Rickett stated for



twenty hours per week shared between Dan Brown and Keith Cooper the Town



will have enough coverage for code violation enforcement, the necessary



paperwork and patrolling. The Town’s police car would be used between the



two officers and uniforms will be needed.  There will be no health benefits or



retirement plan due to the part time hours.  Salary has yet to be determined.



Council members asked Keith several questions pertaining to the proposal.



Keith explained to council members how both he and Dan started policing in 


small rural communities before moving on to Whitman County Sheriffs.  They 


both live in our community and want to help keep it nice and safe. It appears 


council members like the concept of a part-time officer and the details will be 


worked out by the next council meeting on August 17th.  Randy Robinson 


requested Al Evans and Dennis Palmer be present during the meeting with Dan 


Brown and the Mayor since both council members are running for Mayor and 


can assist with the details.  George Dewan asked if Terry Hammer had submitted


a proposal as well for the part-time Town Marshal.  Randy Robinson informed



council members that Terry is not interested at this time.


B.
WATER/SEWER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION – Mayor Rickett said he


could apply for a temporary water operator certification with the Department of



Health to keep us in compliance when John leaves on August 31st.  Mayor


Rickett feels it is his responsibility to cover all the bases for the water/sewer



operator and he is still considering applying for both certifications himself.



Council members concern was to be in compliance in both water and sewer by



September 1, 2009.


C.
SNOW PLOW BLADE – Due to the truck not being available, George Cotterill


has not had the opportunity to test the extra snow plow blade on the truck.



Council members tabled this topic.


D.
MOSQUITO FOGGING – We received an email from the Town of Tekoa



asking if we can go to every other week for mosquito fogging.  Mayor Rickett



responded with an affirmative to go every other week effective August 1st.

VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR 2010 – Council members reviewed Excel


spreadsheets explaining the “rough” preliminary budget for 2010 and what



levy monies are needed to keep the Town operating.  Mayor Rickett proposed to 


council 
members to decrease the Public Safety Levy by $10,000 and increase the 

Street Maintenance by $10,000. Council discussed most of the safety levy would


be spent on fire protection and emergency medical services leaving very little to



off set for law enforcement.  Randy Robinson made the motion to adopt 



Resolution No. 2009-304 placing Proposition No. 1 in the amount of $20,000



for Public Safety to fund law enforcement and fire protection and Proposition



No. 2 in the amount of $30,000 for Street Expenses & Maintenance on the



November 3, 2009 General Election Ballot.  George Dewan seconded the motion,



four councilmen voted yes and one councilman abstained from voting – 



motion passed.


B.
CITIZEN REQUEST – TREE REMOVAL OR TREATMENT – The Town


Council received a letter from occupants at 408 E Bartlett regarding an on-going



problem with a tree growing in front of their property creating a nuisance to them 

and any visitors to their property.  The tree is on city property and is full of 


aphids and continually drops large amounts of sap.  They state the tree is 



diseased, infested with aphids and infecting the trees and bushes on their 



property.  They are hoping we can reach a resolution to this problem in the near 


future and request a response in writing.  The consensus of the Council was that 


the tree is not diseased but that the nature of the tree was to attract aphids and 


also to give off a “honey dew” whether or not it was attacked by aphids.  The 


Council considered removing the tree but the consensus was not to remove it.



The discussion resulted in a decision that the Town does not have an obligation



to spray for aphids.


C.
LIBRARY MAINTENANCE PROJECT AUGUST 3RD-9TH – We received a



letter from Whitman County Library informing us during the first full week of



August the library system closes allowing towns to use this week for 



maintenance projects.  Council discussed the need to remodel the bathroom.  It



definitely needs a new toilet.  Since our library is only open for two days each



week, we can replace the toilet at any time.  The guys are busy laying hot mix



this week and do not have time to work on the library.


D.
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-303 BUILDING VARIANCE – Since the Town



Council did approve such application for variance at 111 W McCoy at the



July 20, 2009 session, Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with the



reading of Resolution No. 2009-303.  George Dewan seconded the motion, all



council members voted yes – motion passed.  Randy Robinson made the motion



to adopt Resolution No. 2009-303 granting a variance for the front yard setback


requirement of twenty feet to eight feet.  Al Evans seconded the motion, all



council members voted yes – motion passed.

IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

RANDY – Al Evans and Randy are working on an ordinance for recreational vehicles


that are being parked on city right-of-ways causing congested areas and safety concerns.


Randy asked for this to be placed on the next council meeting agenda.


DENNIS – He inquired about the mowing deck that was ordered for the New Holland.


Dick Brown called Jones Truck & Implement today and the mowing deck should be here


by the end of the week.


TOM – Nothing at this time.


AL – He asked when the Willow’s was going to be painted.  Mayor Rickett will contact


Bill Lanius and see when he will finish the project.  Al inquired when the water tank will


be cleaned.  We have completed all the required paperwork and we are awaiting 
scheduling.

GEORGE – Did we receive a response from the letter we sent the owners of the property

at 605 W McCoy?  They did respond to the letter and they have removed the junk, but


have no way to mow the area.  Mayor Rickett will inspect the property and ask them to


give the Town permission to mow the property for a fee.  George has noticed we need to 
take care of the weed problem on 7th Street to Rednour.  He would like Dick Brown’s


opinion on the street sweeper when he returns to work.  The street sweeper was not 
working last time when they needed to sweep the streets for the 4th of July event.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed


the Treasurer’s Report, Inter-fund Transfer Register, Receipt Register and Check Register


for July 2009.  Tom Johnson made the motion to approve paid checks #21262 through


#21275 in the amount of $6,954.72 for claims and $6,961.08 for payroll totaling 
$13,915.80 from July 24, 2009 through July 31, 2009.  Dennis seconded the motion,


all council members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m.


Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.








         R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

      Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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