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Town of Oakesdale 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 

November 16, 2009 

 

** PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2010 FIRST BUDGET – Mayor R.W. Rickett opened the public hearing at 7:00 
a.m. before the regular council meeting.  Mayor Rickett reviewed revenues and expenditures for Fund 
001 Current Expense, Fund 101 Streets and Fund 401 Water/Sewer.  Current Expense shows a gain of 
$14,800, Streets show a gain of $4,048 and Water/Sewer a gain of $13,494.  Mayor Rickett reminded 
council this is a “bare bones” budget for 2010 with no anticipation of major purchases or projects.  
Being no comments from the public, the public hearing was closed at 7:13 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor R.W. Rickett called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. following the 
 public hearing. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor R.W. Rickett, Randy Robinson, Dennis Palmer, Tom Johnson and George 
 Dewan.  Councilman Al Evans was not in attendance.  Also present were Mary DeGon, 
 Clerk/Treasurer and Keith Cooper, Town Marshal. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Dave Hooks 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed November 2, 
 2009 minutes, George Dewan made the motion to approve the minutes as written.  Tom 
 Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. RV LIVING – Mayor Rickett gave council members a proposed occupied RV ordinance for 
  their review.  Occupancy of a motor home or non-motorized camper trailer could only  
  be occupied for the construction or remodeling of a residence and/or commercial  
  buildings.  Council members agreed to the proposed ordinance and it will be submitted  
  to our Town Attorney put into ordinance form. 

 B. BUSINESS INCUBATOR – The Whitman County Gazette had a nice article in last week’s  
  edition about the business incubator being available for lease.  Mayor Rickett read an ad 
  he put together that will run in the Gazette for the remainder of this month. 

 C. OUTDOOR RECYCLING AREA UPDATE – The project is complete and we are accepting  
  tree limbs and shrub clippings. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. 2010 BUDGET – George Dewan would like council members to consider a project on the 
piece of land the Town owns that we call  the “golf course”.  He would like to see a 3 par 
golf course and an overflow housing for the creek which could aide in preventing a 
severe flood.  Council discussion on the possibilities and funding sources.  No decision 
was made.  Randy Robinson suggested we add $4,000 to the street budget for sidewalk 
or street improvement.  Mayor Rickett will make the adjustment to the 2010 budget. 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 RANDY – He inquired as to what ever happened with the designing of the public bathroom site 
 through the scenic byway committee.  We did receive money for the study that was conducted, 
 but we will need to look for funds to complete the project.  Mayor Rickett had an idea to make it 
 more of a unique area by using an old caboose rail car for the bathrooms.  He has seen this done 
 in some other small community and was very impressed with the idea.  Randy also asked if we 
 can do anything about all the garbage at 308 W Pearl.  This was referred to the Town Marshals. 

 DENNIS – Nothing at this time. 

 TOM – Nothing at this time. 

 GEORGE – There will be an informative meeting next Tuesday, November 24th at the fire station 
 for Whitman County Fire Departments and some Spokane County Fire Department regarding 
 the rail shipment of chlorine gas from Canada to Belmont, WA.  This gas is highly toxic and it 
 may be stored in Belmont for up to one year.  

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s 
 Report for November 2009.  George Dewan made the motion to approve paid checks #21434 
 through #21458 in the amount of $6,387.86 for claims and $3,587.16 for payroll totaling 
 $9,975.02 from November 06, 2009 through November 16, 2009.  Randy Robinson seconded the 
 motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m.  Randy 
 Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes - motion passed. 

 

               

ATTEST:        R.W. RICKETT, MAYOR 

 

      

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer                                  

 


