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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
March 21, 2011 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson and Al Evans. Councilmen Randy 
  Robinson and George Dewan were not in attendance. 
 
III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Kristie Kirkpatrick from Whitman County Library and Jake Dingman 
 from Oakesdale Schools. 
 
IV. KRISTIE KIRKPATRICK – WHITMAN CO. LIBRARY:  Kristie reviewed the services available at the 
 Library: 

 Serving Oakesdale since 1958 – The Library facility is owned and maintained by the 
Town of Oakesdale while all staffing, materials, technology and programs are provided 
by Whitman County Library District. There are four programs currently being provided in 
Oakesdale. 

 Last year, Oakesdale residents borrowed 3,600 items which was an 11% increase. The 
library has over 70,000 items available on line at www.whitco.lib.wa.us 

 Free computing and Wi-Fi service available inside and outside the Library 24/7. Library 
hours are Mondays 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 Storytime is each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. Attendance at programs topped 735 last 
year which was a 9% increase. 

 Working with the schools, Whitman County Library brought Bubble Man, Read Across 
America and Living Voices to young audiences while Erica Willson provides a number of 
valuable career and research services to high school students. 

 Congratulations to Chloe Rambo, Whitman County Teen Advisory Board representative 
and Rebekah Fisch, Teen Advisory Board representative for the coming year. 

 The Library digitized and offers online items from the McCoy Valley Museum as part of 
Whitman County Rural Heritage. 

 Whitman County Library works to improve technology in Oakesdale by participating 
with Noanet in a federal grant to bring $9.4 million dollars of high-speed infrastructure 
to our small towns and libraries. This funding was approved in 2010. 

 The WORC program brings computer training, resume, skill building and job seeker 
assistance to your community. 

 The Library offers full access to all Whitman County Library services, recently being 
named the best rural library in Washington State. 

Kristie also reviewed the 2010 annual report for Whitman County Rural Library District. Council 
members viewed a brochure containing output statistics by the number displaying 11,877 
library cardholders; 14 branches; 13 staffing (full time equivalent); 2,325 volunteer hours; 9,537 
hours open to the public (open more than other libraries); 65,500 items owned; 3,250 E-books 
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and audio books; 15,307 reference questions & referrals; 17,396 use of in-library 
computers;51,596 use of website databases; 284,246 website use; 159,083 circulation/items 
checked out; 20,555 attendance at youth programs; 4,668 attendance at adult programs. 
Financials for 14 locations were $58,719 for books & other materials; $142,542 operating 
expenses; $519,095 salaries, wages, benefits; $79,543 grant funded staff/materials; $799,899 
total expenditures. Friends of Whitman County Library Projects/Programs totaled $14,475. 
Remodel of the current bathroom at the library was discussed as well as new paint. It was 
suggested that we may be able to use inmates to help clean windows and fix up the library. 
Kristie encouraged schools to utilize the library services. She complimented the Town’s website. 
Tom Crooks asked if it was possible to update the school’s reader board from the school rather 
than the library. Currently, the school has a computer in the window ledge of the library to 
update the reader board’s information. 
 

V. JAKE DINGMAN – OAKESDALE SCHOOLS:  Jake presented council members with a video 
 explaining the reasons why the school should be renovated through a school bond levy that will 
 be on the next voter’s ballot for the April 26, 2011 Special Levy Election. Jake also had a picture 
 of what the school would look like after the renovation. They discussed the details of the 
 renovation if the bond levy were to pass. The current roofs of the high school and office are flat 
 and leaking regularly. The gym floor can no longer be refinished other than being waxed 
 because the wood is too thin. The awning on the elementary school is beginning to cave in 
 certain areas. The Oakesdale School District spends nearly $100,000 a year on fuel for the boiler. 
 Growing student participation in visual and performing arts is showing us that there is not 
 adequate space to work, display and perform their talents. The Oakesdale Elementary School 
 was built in the 1950’s. Elementary classrooms each have two electrical outlets, walls of single 
 pane glass windows and little storage space. Current educational technology demands regularly 
 overload circuits in the elementary building and temperatures are difficult to control due to an 
 antiquated boiler heating system and the single pane windows. Oakesdale High School was built 
 in 1933 and it has had one renovation in its nearly 70 years of existence. Current educational 
 technology demands regularly overloaded circuits, while heating, air conditioning and 
 ventilation do not provide adequate circulation of fresh air through many of the rooms, 
 especially science labs and art classrooms. The gym was built in 1948 and is currently a 
 multipurpose room. Not only does it serve as a classroom during the day, but serves as our 
 sports center and performing arts arena during all times of the year. The bleachers are unsafe, 
 the sound system is unclear and the floor can not be refinished. The acoustics are not designed 
 for music or theater performances nor does the facility have adequate ADA access for our 
 citizens with disabilities. Scoring on the OSBI study shows qualification scores 30 or below to be 
 new construction and 30-40 to be modernized. Oakesdale Schools scored a 34 which qualifies 
 for maximum matching funds from the state. If the bond levy passes, construction would not 
 start until June 2012. Cost estimate for the renovation project is just under $10 million. The 
 state will pay $1.12 for every local $1.00 totaling $4.7 million in additional state funds. The cost 
 to taxpayers will be $3.89 per $1,000 of assessed property value to raise $4.2 million dollars. 
 
VI. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed March 7, 2011 
 minutes, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans seconded 
 the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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VII. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 A. PORT OF WHITMAN – Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop has prepared a fiber optic cable  
  franchise for Colfax for the Port of Whitman’s cable project. It has been reviewed by the  
  Port’s attorney and as soon as it has been accepted by Colfax City Council, he will  
  submit it to the Port Commission for approval. Assuming the Commissioners approve it,  
  he will use it as a template for the remaining towns and cities. The franchise agreement  
  does not include franchise fees. 
 
 B. INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT – Still pending 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 A. COUNCIL POSITIONS – The following positions will be up for election this fall: 
 
  Council Position #1 Al Evans Elected in 2007  Expires 2011 
  Council Position #2 George Dewan Elected in 2007  Expires 2011 
  Council Position #3 Tom Crooks Appointed 2010  Expires 2011 
  Council Position #4 Randy Robinson Appointed 2010 Expires 2013 
 
  Filing period by mail is Monday, May 20th through Friday, June 10th 2011 or file in person 
  from Monday, June 6th through Friday, June 10th 2011. The filing fee is $10.00 and all  
  candidates must be an elector of their district. 
 
IX. PLANNING:  Mayor Palmer discussed the TIB sidewalk project on First Street and feels the 
 sidewalk should be located on the eastside of HWY 27. He will discuss this with TD&H. 
 
X. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed March 2011 
 Treasurer’s Report. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks #22206 - #22224 in the 
 amount of $4,167.14 for claims and $3,745.93 for payroll totaling $7,913.07 from March 10, 
 2011 through March 17, 2011 AND EFT payment on 03/17/11 in the amount of $427.86 to WA 
 State Department of Revenue for February 2011 excise taxes. Tom Johnson seconded the 
 motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Al Evans 
 seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
 
 
              
ATTEST:                  DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 
 
 
      
      Tom Crooks, Councilmember 
 


