Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

April 18, 2011

**PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE REVISED TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN (TIP) – Mayor Dennis Palmer opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. before the regular council meeting. The TIP needed to be revised for the McCoy Creek/Steptoe Bridge project information. The project needed to have a status change and funding amounts needed updating. Being no comments from the public, the public hearing was closed at 7:03 p.m.

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
following the 
Public Hearing.
II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Randy Robinson, Tom Crooks and Tom Johnson. 
Councilmen Al Evans and George Dewan were not in attendance. Also present were Mary 
DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and Dick Brown, Public Works Director.
III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Ben and Danielle Crossett, Dave Hooks

IV.
BEN & DANIELLE CROSSETT – New home construction:  They wanted to discuss three 
possible options with council members:


1.
They are waiting for financing to purchase Lots 2, 3 and 4 in Block 7 located on 


the corner of Williams Street and Idaho Street. The plat map shows two alleys 


running north and south & east and west. They are asking if the east to west 


alley could be vacated. The house would be built on lot 3 but the back patio 


and/or decking would extend into the ten foot alley. At the present, there is no 


sign of an alleyway, but it is platted on the city map. Council member’s 



consensus was to vacate the east to west alley. Mary will contact Stephen Bishop 

for guidance on vacating the alley.

2.
The property has been inspected and tested for septic and it did pass. The cost of 

installing a septic system will be between $10,000 - $11,000. There is no sewer 


main in that immediate area for city sewer. However, there is the possibility of 


connecting approximately 340 feet down on Washington Street. Council 



members encouraged Ben to get estimates and see if it is possible to connect to 


the system from Washington Street. Council members asked Ben to price 6 inch 


and 8 inch pipe. The Town may be willing to pay for an 8 inch pipe to go from 


Washington Street to Idaho as a sewer main instead of a service line if Ben & 


Danielle are willing to pay for the labor. Ben will try to get an estimate.

3.
The current setbacks for the property are 20 feet for front, 15 feet for sides and 5 

feet for rear. Would council consider giving a variance and changing the front 


from 20 ft. to 10 ft. and the side from 15 ft. to 5 ft.?  Council member’s consensus 


was to grant the needed variance. We will adopt the resolution at the next 


council meeting.

V.
BEN FAIRBANKS, FIRSTWIND:  Ben sends his apologies that he could not attend 
tonight’s 
meeting due to conflicting engagements. He asked to be put on the agenda for our May 2nd 
meeting. FirstWind will be at our school this Wednesday, April 20th at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
how the wind farm project could help the school’s bond levy be reduced due to the 
generated taxes from the project.
VI.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed April 4, 
2011 
minutes, Randy Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Tom Johnson 
seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

VI.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
WHITMAN COUNTY AGREEMENT – Mark Storey was able to submit an inter-



local agreement between the Town and Whitman County for the Steptoe Street 



Bridge project. The agreement has been submitted to our Town Attorney, 



Stephen Bishop, for review. This topic will be tabled until the next meeting as 



council member’s need more time to review the agreement and obtain our Town 


Attorney’s input on the submitted agreement. There was also an email from 



Randy Noble, TD&H that expressed the opportunity to go through the interview 



process again for civil and bridge engineering rather than Whitman County 



performing the civil engineering.

B.
BUSINESS INCUBATOR LEASE – FirstWind’s attorneys had no changes to be 



made on the lease renewal. Randy Robinson made the motion to authorize 



Mayor Palmer to sign the lease agreement between the Town of Oakesdale and 



FirstWind for another year’s lease for our business incubator located above the 



library. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – 



motion passed.
VII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
ORDINANCE NO. 605 – Randy Robinson made the motion to adopt Ordinance 



No. 605 granting a nonexclusive telecommunications franchise to the port of 



Whitman. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – 



motion passed. Mary will contact Stephen Bishop for a summary to publish in 



the Gazette for this ordinance.

B.
TIB SIDEWALK PROJECT ADDITION -  Last Tuesday, April 12th, Mary met with 



Whitman County Commissioner, Greg Partch and TIB Director, Steve Gorchester 



to review the new sidewalk project on First Street and the Steptoe Bridge 



project. Steve also asked if we are in need of any other work in our Town. He 



was shown the condition of the sidewalk on the side of Crossett’s Food Market 



on Steptoe Street and the sidewalk on the west side of Steptoe Street. We had 



asked TIB to consider adding this sidewalk by Crossett’s into this year’s project 



but our request was denied by the TIB Board. Steve sent us an email later that 



day granting us approval to add the sidewalk into this year’s project with an 



additional $21, 051 to replace the sidewalk by Crossett’s on Steptoe Street. We 



reviewed an email from Randy Noble, TD&H, asking the Town if we would like to 


add two light poles on that sidewalk to match the sidewalk across the street. The 


lighting could be included as an Additive Bid Schedule and award accordingly. As 


an additive bid schedule, TIB will be able to determine if they have sufficient 



funds to grant us money for a portion or all of the lighting work. Randy also 



asked council if they wanted to consider adding a two foot wide vegetated strip 



to be included directly behind the curb since that sidewalk is so wide. Council 



members all agreed not to have the vegetated strip. However, they would like to 


see a tree planted in between the two light poles like we did on the other side of 


the street.

C.
RESOLUTION NO. 2011-321 – Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with the 


reading of Resolution No. 2011-321 for the revised Transportation Improvement Plan 


(TIP). Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion 


passed. Randy Robinson made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2011-321. Tom 


Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.


D.
TIB TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES – We will be hosting TIB training classes on Wednesday, 


May 4th at the Oakesdale Fire Station. The TIB Academy will be from 10 am – Noon and 


the Small City Street Inventory Overview will be from 1 pm – 3 pm. Staff and officials are 

invited to attend this free training.

IX.
PLANNING:  Councilman Randy Robinson would like to see the Town follow through on 
annexing part of Roberts Rd and the City Shop as well as the south end of Town to include the 
State DOT shop, Wilbur-Ellis, Mike & Michelle Brown and our lagoons. This will be tabled until 
our Town Attorney is present to guide us through this process.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s 
Report for April 2011. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve checks paid #22251 - #22270 
in the amount of $4,166.40 for claims and $6,949.50 for payroll totaling $11,115.90 from April 
05, 2011 through April 15, 2011. Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members 
voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Crooks made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Randy 
Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






            DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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