Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

May 2, 2011

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson, Al Evans and George Dewan. 
Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance. Also present were Mary DeGon, 
Clerk/Treasurer and Dick Brown, Public Works Director.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Randy Noble – TD&H, Jared Webley – Firstwind, Dave Hooks, 
Darlene Rickett – FFLC, Laureen 
Brown – FFLC and Gail Parsons.

Darlene Rickett addressed council on behalf of Friends for Living Choices (FFLC) with two 
requests: (1) if the Town could include FFLC’s project for an assisted living unit on our 
comprehensive plan. They would be eligible for more grant funding if they were included in the 
comprehensive plan; (2) they would like the property they purchased from the Town to be 
considered for RV parking during the phase of building the wind turbines. The construction 
workers will need spaces for RV’s and their property has access to power and water. The sewer 
would have to be pumped by a commercial company. They will inquire into the necessary 
insurance coverage needed for temporary RV usage.

Gail Parsons also came to council to address the need for RV sites for construction worker when 
Firstwind begins their project. He would like to see the Town be proactive and take the initiative 
to provide RV sites, food and laundry services. Oakesdale really could use a few permanent RV 
sites as well as the temporary ones.
IV.
BEN FAIRBANKS, FIRSTWIND:  Ben was unable to make the meeting tonight so Jared Webley 
will update the council. Firstwind has renewed their lease with the Town for another year in the 
business incubator. They have also added the other side of the business incubator to their lease 
for use as a conference room. They are now up to 65 turbines generating approximately 100-
200 MW (renewable energy to power 25,000 homes). Twenty five landowners have locked in 
their leases. The Conditional Use hearing is May 9th and there have been two appeals filed. The 

anticipated timeline would be obtaining building permits this summer and construction starting 
this fall. They will identify local contractors for all kinds of services needed.
V.
RANDY NOBLE, TD&H:  Randy brought First Street & Steptoe Street sidewalk plans for council’s 
review. The light poles on Steptoe will be moved back three feet from the curb to allow more 
access for parked cars. We could go to bid as early as June. It was suggested not to have a tree 
planted on the Steptoe sidewalk due to low power lines. Council had no changes to the First 
Street sidewalk project. The mail boxes at the corner of First and Williams will have to be moved 
and a new professional metal unit will be installed to mount the mailboxes. Randy will call our 
Postmaster to discuss the mailboxes. If council members should have any further comments or 
suggestions, please give them to Mary to email TD&H.
VI.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT: None

VII.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Dick Brown presented three estimates for replacing the two overhead 
doors at the old fire station.  Council member’s consensus was to go with the lowest bid from 
Wayne Dalton.

VIII.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed the April 18, 
2011 minutes, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. George 
Dewan seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

IX.
OLD BUSINESS:


A.
WHITMAN COUNTY AGREEMENT - Town Attorney Stephen Bishop did want to make a 


few changes to the agreement and we are still waiting for the changes.


B.
BEN CROSSETT’S SEWER – We have an estimate from Carlson’s Plumbing for $1501.40 


plus tax for 375 feet of six inch sewer main. Dick Brown will check with HD Fowler to 


compare costs. It should be cheaper for the Town to purchase the main pipe directly.

C.
VACATING ALLEY – We are waiting for advice from our Town Attorney.


D.
STEPTOE STREET BRIDGE CA AGENT – We received an official email from Keith Martin, 


Eastern Region Local Programs Engineer for WSDOT, with his approval in accordance 


with Section 13.6, Option 1, of the Local Agency Guidelines to enter into an Inter-local 


agreement with Whitman County for all phases of our bridge project including CA agent.

X.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
RESOLUTION NO 2011-322 – The resolution for Ben & Danielle Crossett’s setback 


variances is pending until the property has been purchased.

B.
FELGENHAUER’S NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION – Their new home arrives on May 10th 


and 6th Street will be closed for a few hours as the massive crane places the two halves 


of the modular home on its foundation.

XI.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

GEORGE – Nothing at this time.


AL – It is time to gear up for mosquito fogging again. Mary will email Tekoa and see what they 
are doing this year for fogging.

TOM J. – A tree was cut down at the neighbors and the wood is on the property line. Mary 
offered the home owners contact information to Tom to ask them to remove the wood.

TOM C. – Nothing at this time.

XII.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the Receipt 
Register, Check Register and Treasurer’s Report for April 2011. George Dewan made the motion 
to approve paid checks #22271 - #22293 in the amount of $9,704.81 for claims and $5,249.26 
for payroll totaling $14,954.07 from April 9, 2011 through April 29, 2011 AND EFT payment on 
04/21/11 to WA State Dept. of Revenue for $441.11 and EFT payment on 04/28/11 to Electronic 
Federal Tax Payment System for $1,502.62. Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members 
voted yes – motion passed.

XIII.
ADJOURNMENT:  George Dewan made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. Tom 
Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






           DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR

      Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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