Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

May 16, 2011

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Randy Robinson, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson and Al Evans. 
Councilman George Dewan was not in attendance. Also present was Mary DeGon, 
Clerk/Treasurer.

III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Pete Leonard

He asked council members if he could have four to five RV parking spaces on the south side of 
his business property for First Wind contractors. He already has water, sewer and electricity 
available. Council members will discuss the request under Planning.

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed May 2, 2011 
minutes, Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans seconded 
the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
WHITMAN COUNTY AGREEMENT – Still pending. Mayor Palmer will try to arrange a 


meeting between Mark Storey and Stephen Bishop to get the ball rolling on this project.


B.
BEN CROSSETT’S SEWER – Last meeting we were given an estimate by Carlson’s 



Plumbing for the cost of six inch sewer main pipe for 375 feet at $1501.40 plus tax. Dick 


Brown contacted HD Fowler and we can purchase the pipe for $900 plus tax and a $50 


deliver fee charge. Randy Robinson made the motion to purchase the six inch sewer 


main pipe at HD Fowlers for city sewer improvement in the area of Williams Street and 


Idaho Street. Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion 


passed.

C.
VACATING ALLEY – Still pending.


D.
FIRST STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT – Council members reviewed an email from Randy 


Noble, TD&H, that they will issue documents tomorrow to WSDOT and TIB for pre-


advertisement review. Randy needs permission from the council to advertise the project 

for construction bids. Advertisement of the project is completely contingent upon 


acceptance by TIB and WSDOT. He anticipates TIB and WSDOT approval later this week 


and plans to advertise May 26, 2011 and June 9, 2011 with bid opening on June 20, 2011 

to coincide with our council meeting. He will then make a recommendation to the 


council to award the project to the lowest responsive bidder. Council consensus was to


allow TD&H to advertise the project for construction bids upon acceptance by TIB and 


WSDOT.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
OUTDOOR RECYCLING CENTER – We need to address the fact that last summer very few 

people came to take the chips and nobody is taking the compost. The piles are getting 


bigger and we need to find a solution to our recycling problem. It’s great that people are 

using the recycling center to keep their properties clean and looking nice. Randy 


Robinson suggested we review the scope of the recycling grant before we consider 


what to do with the area. The center is not being self sufficient and we have to find 


alternate ways to dispose of the yard debris. Many council members use the recycling 


center and would hate to see it closed. We do have a budget of $1200 to dispose of the 


yard waste. It was also suggested to have our citizens pay for an annual permit to use 


the recycling center. Many other towns require a use permit. It was even suggested to 


us by Whitman County to consider the permit fee. Other suggestions were to get a 


container from ABCO Waste Recycling that we could fill when the recycling center 


gets full or hire Bill’s Tree Service to chip the branches and haul the waste away. We will 

do some more checking into the suggestions before the 
next planning meeting.

B.
2010 ANNUAL REPORT – Mary DeGon reviewed the 2010 Annual Report with council 


members.  All the reports balanced and it will be sent electronically to the state auditors 

tomorrow minus the two pages that require signatures. Those pages will be mailed 


along with a full copy of the annual report to our local state auditors in Pullman, WA.

VII.
PLANNING:

A.
RV SITES – Council members discussed the requests we have received by Friends for 


Living Choices, Gail Parsons and Pete Leonard to have temporary RV sites for 



contractors working on the wind farm project for First Wind. Council preferred to see 


private individuals develop the RV sites in our commercial/industrial zoned areas. 


Council member’s consensus was to allow The Country Attic and Friends for Living 


Choices to develop temporary RV sites for the wind farm project.


B.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Friends for Living Choices attended our last council meeting 


and made a request for their assisted living project to be included in our comprehensive 


plan. Tom Crooks reviewed the current plan and suggested we add the scope of the 


business under land use and he will inquire with our Town Attorney what category the 


assisted living should be listed in a general context. It appears the appropriate category 


would be Public Facilities where we already include the social, cultural, religious and 


health needs of the community. Included are schools, churches, hospitals and 



cemeteries. We can include assisted living and similar facilities in the same category.

C.
OTHER – Nothing

VIII.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:


RANDY – The old bus garage is a mess and it needs to be cleaned up soon. Citizens have been 
dumping their cardboard boxes under there and it is not a cardboard recycling area. Mayor 
Palmer has talked to Jake Dingman at the school and they are aware of the problem and will be 
cleaning up the area.


TOM C. – Nothing at this time.


TOM J. – Nothing at this time.


AL – Nothing at this time.

IX.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s 
Report for May 2011. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks #22294 - #22311 in the 
amount of $5,650.52 for claims and $7,243.23 for payroll totaling $12,893.75 from May 04, 2011 
through May 15, 2011. Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – 
motion passed.

X.
ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. Al Evans 
seconded the meeting, all council members voted yes – motion passed.
ATTEST:






            DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR

        Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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