Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For

June 6, 2011

I.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
II.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, George Dewan, Al Evans and Tom Crooks. Councilmen Tom 
Johnson and Randy Robinson were not in attendance. Also present were Mary DeGon, 
Clerk/Treasurer; Keith Cooper, Town Marshal; Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney and Dick Brown, 
Public Works Director.
III.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Kelli Meserve and Dave Hooks

IV.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  After council members reviewed May 16, 2011 
minutes, Al Evans made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Tom Crooks seconded 
the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

V.
TOWN MARSHAL REPORT: Keith Cooper submitted the police department’s report for May 
2011. There were ten cases ranging from theft, town ordinance violations and agency assists. 
Follow up letters will be sent out to citizens who have not purchased their 2011 dog licenses. 
They will have a week to purchase the tags or receive a citation. Letters were also sent out to 
citizens who have not mowed their lawns.
VI.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Dick Brown reported we have been busy keeping up on the mowing 
all over Town and welcomes back Joey Hooper for our summer temp. There is a small water leak 
at the school and we will repair that leak next week when school is out for summer break.  
George Cotterill has been completing most of the street maintenance. We have a pump leaking 
at the lift station at the lagoons. Dick did obtain two repair estimates. Carlson’s Plumbing bid 
included rebuilding the pump at the cost of $7,561.50 plus tax. Dickerson Pump & Irrigation 
suggested a seal replacement for the pump at the cost of $2,657.60 plus tax. The repair would 
take one day and the other pump can handle the load while we are short one pump for the 
day. George Dewan made the motion to approve the bid from Dickerson Pump. Al Evans 
seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.
VII.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.
WHITMAN COUNTY AGREEMENT – Council members reviewed the agreement and 


discussed any concerns or questions they had with Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop. 


Council member’s consensus was to approve the changes made to the agreement and 


have Stephen submitted the agreement back to Whitman County for their review of the 


changes. Stephen will email the agreement to Mark Storey tomorrow.


B.
VACATING ALLEY – Council members reviewed an email from Stephen Bishop giving us 


the advice we needed to vacate the east to west alley in Block 7, Lots 2-4 for 



construction of a new home whose back deck/patio would be encroaching the alley. 


There must be a fix date for a public hearing. The hearing can not be sooner than twenty 

days nor later than sixty days from the date the petition is presented or resolution is 


passed. Council members can adopt an ordinance to vacate the alley following the 


public hearing. Stephen strongly suggested the ordinance include a reservation of 


easement for utilities. Council will not proceed until the property has been purchased 


and the building permit acquired. 

C.
FIRST STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT UPDATE – Council members reviewed an update 


report from TD&H that showed a tentative project schedule of:



Advertise for Construction Bids

July 1, 2011



Bid Opening



July 18, 2011



Award Bid



July 19, 2011



Notice to Proceed


August 1, 2011



Complete Construction


October 1, 2011



The Utility Trade Commission has given approval of the pedestrian crossing near the 


bridge on the railroad. The design is essentially complete. Documents were sent to 


WSDOT for review; received verbal comments – awaiting written comments. Documents 

were also sent to Transportation Improvement Board for approval on May 20, 2011.

D.
OUTDOOR RECYCLING – Tom Crooks acknowledged the school did remove all the 


cardboard from the old bus barn. The old recycling containers and newspapers are still 


there. Council members discussed alternative measures to address the yard debris. 


Mayor Palmer has left messages for Barr-Tech to provide information on hauling the 


yard debris to their recycling plant. Abco was another suggestion; however, they will 


only take the wood debris not the grass. Council also discussed the option of having the 


old Barth pit. The pit would be a very valuable asset for the town to dump the extra dirt, 

yard debris and use of rock. We are running out of room to dump the extra dirt at the 


school parking lot. Council members asked Stephen Bishop to pursue finding the 


property owner to the pit.

E.
MOSQUITO FOGGING – We received an email from Tekoa informing us the person who 


is suppose to fog did not pass his Public Applicator License test last month. He is going 


to retake the test this month. Meanwhile, we can use Dean Browning who does have 


his Public Applicator License and would fog our town on Wednesday evenings as long as 


he was on our payroll for twenty dollars an hour. Council consensus was to hire Dean 


Browning for fogging.
VIII.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.
FIRST WIND APPROVAL – The Town received a notice from Whitman County 



Department of Public Works notifying us that the Whitman County Hearing Examiner 


has issued Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Decision and Conditions of Approval for 


Palouse Wind Energy.
IX.
COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS:

GEORGE – He asked if we have considered using a different chipper to chip the yard debris. We 
have considered using Whitman County’s instead of Garfield’s to see if it would produce better 
chips. If we can produce better quality of chips then the public would be more interested in 
taking the chips. Dick has the contact information to inquire about the use of the chipper and 
we have an inter-local agreement already in place to use it.


The Fire Department is purchasing a water tender truck this month and will need a place in the 
station to store the truck. Therefore, one of the Town’s fire trucks will need to be stored 
somewhere else besides the station. The fire department wanted to see the Town store the 
white pumper truck, but George would like to keep the pumper truck as backup and ask the 
Town to store the old 1935 truck. George will discuss this at the next fire meeting. Al Evans 
suggested donating the old 1935 truck to the museum.


George has noticed some homes in Oakesdale have blue tarps on the roofs and it appears they 
have been there for some length of time. Is there a Town Code to address this? This will be 
referred to our Building Inspector, Bob Hill.


AL – He asked if we could store the 1935 fire truck in a bay at the old fire station. There is an 
empty bay we can use to store the truck.


He wanted to make sure that giving permission to Friends for Living Choices and The Country 
Attic to have temporary RV parking for the First Wind project is just that – temporary. Council 
members agreed they did not want the see permanent sites after the construction of the wind 
towers is complete. A letter will be sent to both businesses confirming the RV sites are 
temporary.



TOM C. – He wanted to confirm the requested change from Friends for Living Choices to include 
the services they could provide be added to the comprehensive plan. The changes would be 
under public facilities. Stephen Bishop reminder council members they must post a public 
hearing for the suggested changes.

X.
TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s 
Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for May 2011. George Dewan made the motion to 
approve paid checks #22312 - #22341 in the amount of $7,366.64 for claims and $9,926.60 for 
payroll totaling $17,293.24 from May 17, 2011 through June 2, 2011 AND EFT payments to WA 
State Department for $425.58 for excise taxes and Electronic Federal Tax Payment System for 
$1,832.65 for 941 employee payroll taxes. Tom Crooks seconded the motion, all council 
members voted yes – motion passed.

XI.
ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Tom Crooks 
seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.

ATTEST:






          DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR

      Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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