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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
August 6, 2012 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Randy Robinson, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson, Al Evans 

 and Kelli Meserve. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and Bob Hooper, Public 

 Works Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  James Orton and Garth Meyer, reporter for the Whitman 

 County Gazette. 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed July 16, 2012 

 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Kelli Meserve 

 seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Keith Cooper could not be in attendance tonight but he did 

 submit a monthly department report for July 2012. There were nine cases ranging from 

 trespassing, animal problems, domestic dispute, ordinance violations and malicious 

 mischief. The vehicles that were parked on city right-of-way on north Bartlett Street have 

 been moved. The owner was informed he could not park any vehicles on city right-of-way 

 that are not licensed. Keith has had no interest on the code enforcement officer through the 

 Sherriff’s office. He will post a follow up email to see if anyone is interested. Keith’s work 

 schedule at the county over the next two months may cause him to miss a few council 

 meetings. 

VI. PUBLIC WORK’S REPORT:  Bob Hooper reported three good water leaks have been 

 repaired in the last two weeks – Oakesdale Rd/Pearl St, 7th St/McCoy St and behind the post 

 office. Al asked Bob if he has been logging all the water leaks and categorizing them – yes 

 Bob is keeping a log. We rented the chipper from Whitman County and all the brush has 

 been chipped. We are keeping busy mowing and chopping the weeds down in the ditches 

 and embankments. Bob stated the old Tiger mower has not been used in years since it was 

 replaced by the New Holland mower and asked it the mower could be considered surplus. 

 The tires are bald and need replacing before it could be used again. There has not been a 

 need for that mower in years. Council members discussed the advantage of keeping the 

 mower to use the side  arm along the creek banks and road embankments. Council 

 member’s consensus was to keep the Tiger mower. Bob will obtain a quote to replace the 

 tires. 
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VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LEASES – We still have two original leases pending  

  adjustments from the Department of Transportation. We received a new annual  

  invoice for 2012-2013 on a lease that was already corrected. We were billed the  

  appropriate amount on the recent invoice. 

 B. TOWN MARSHAL VACANCY – The Code Enforcer position was covered under  

  Section V. Town Marshal Report. 

 C. MOSQUITO FOGGING – Still pending inter-local agreement. 

 D. SURPLUS WHITE PUMPER TRUCK – Council members received copies of   

  information from the Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau regarding the  

  protection class evaluation process and what is required under a Protection Class 8  

  Community. The fire department shall be an organized department with a minimum 

  of six fire fighters assigned to each recognized station. Each fire fighter shall reside  

  within five road miles of the station. Each fire station shall have a pumper meeting  

  the requirements of NFPA 1901, including pumping capacity, water tank size and  

  equipment. A back up pumper truck is not listed under equipment the fire station  

  must have. Council consensus was to put a minimum bid of $3,000 on the truck. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. PARK PUBLIC RESTROOM – Council members received an email from Doug Hovde, 

  Oakesdale Park & Rec Board Member, regarding the use of the park’s public   

  restrooms to be extended beyond the summer months that the city pool is open. The 

  Park Board would like to have council members consider: 

 Presently the public restrooms are open 24 hours a day during the time the 

city pool is open to the public. Someone else would need to take over the 

responsibilities of  maintaining the restrooms which entails sweeping, 

cleaning sinks & toilets and emptying the garbage. 

 The restrooms must be winterized when freezing weather begins. There is 

no heat in the restrooms. 

 Keep the restrooms stocked with paper towels, toilet paper and cleaning 

chemicals. 

 Share in the financial responsibility in case of damage to the restroom due to 

vandalism, wear and tear, etc. 

 The Park Board will maintain the painting responsibilities of the restrooms. 

 The Park Board will be responsible for signs on the building showing the 

location of  the restrooms and whether they are open or closed. Any signs 

not on the city park property will be the responsibility of the Town. 
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There were mixed reviews of the Town considering the usage of the Park’s 

bathroom. If this is a public request, then it needs to be addressed to the Park Board 

to extend their restroom hours and not be directed to the Town. One member would 

like to see us possibly try to work with the Park Board. We need to meet with them 

to discuss liability issues and possible need for an inter-local agreement should we 

pursue the offer from the Park Board. This topic was tabled until the next meeting. 

Mayor Palmer will try to attend a Park Board Meeting to further discuss the 

restroom possibilities. 

 B. 2013 BUDGET ITEMS – Mary asked council members to start thinking of 2013  

  budget items to bring to the next meeting. The 2013 budget process starts next  

  month and she needs to know what new items need to be added to next year’s  

  budget. 

IX. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 KELLI – Nothing at this time. 

 AL – He would like to see Ordinance No. 610 published in the next newsletter informing our 

 citizens that our zoning codes shall not authorize any land use that violates State or Federal 

 law. Mary does include various codes in our Town newsletter from month to month and will 

 add this one to the next newsletter. Al had an anonymous citizen ask about our dog 

 ordinances and if it includes a required shelter must be provided for dogs. He would like to 

 see this get added to our codes if it is not included now. Al has been in contact with a 

 representative from the traffic safety systems company, 3M, in regards to replacement costs 

 for our stop signs, yield signs and street name signs. In the coming years, we were informed 

 we will need to comply with reflective signs in 2015 for stop and yield signs and then a few 

 years later for street signs. Our liability insurance company, AWC RMSA, will be sending us 

 the information and when we will need to be in compliance. Al will copy the information to 

 give to council members. 

 TOM J. – He thanked the Public Works Department for repairing all the recent water leaks. 

 TOM C. – He inquired about Audra Blank’s horse that continued to get out of its fenced area 

 last week. The horse has been moved to another pasture outside of city limits. 

 RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

X. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s Report, Receipt 

 Register and Check Register for July 2012. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve 

 paid checks #22961 - #22984 in the amount of $13,259.42 for claims and $9,980.83 for 

 payroll totaling $23,240.25 from July 19, 2012 through August 02, 2012 AND EFT payment 

 to WA State Dept of Revenue in the amount of $509.38 for excise taxes AND EFT payment to 

 EFTPS in the amount of $1,911.90 for employee 941 federal taxes. Kelli Meserve seconded 

 the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. Al 

 Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

             

           DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

     

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 

 


