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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
August 20, 2012 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Al Evans and Tom Crooks. Councilman 

 Tom Johnson arrived at 7:10 p.m. Councilman Randy Robinson was not in attendance. Also 

 present was Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed August 6, 

 2012 minutes. Tom Crooks made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Kelli 

 Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LEASES – Two leases are still pending adjustments. 

 B. TOWN MARSHAL VACANCY – No updates from Town Marshal, Keith Cooper. 

 C. MOSQUITO FOGGING – Stephen Bishop did receive all four inter-local agreements  

  signed by the original towns. He will be submitting an inter-local agreement to  

  Oakesdale hopefully by the next meeting. 

 D. PARK RESTROOMS – Mayor Palmer called the Park’s secretary to see when their  

  next meeting will be and was told there is not one scheduled yet. There were no  

  park board members in attendance tonight at our council meeting so this was tabled 

  until our next meeting. 

 E. 2013 BUDGET ITEMS – Items discussed for next year’s budget were restocking the  

  gravel pile, a riding lawn mower, a clock on the old flag pole stand by the little gas  

  station, replacing the Town’s old reader board by the little gas station and water  

  system improvements. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. WSU TRAFFIC CONTROL HWY 27 – Bill Moos, Washington State University’s  

  Director of Athletics, had a meeting last week with representatives from Rosalia,  

  Oakesdale, Garfield and Palouse regarding football season game day traffic flow into  

  Pullman from outlying areas. There were also other attendees at this meeting  



 

 

2 

  regarding HWY271/HWY 27 being promoted as the alternate route on game days to  

  ease the traffic load on HWY 195. Tom Johnson attended the meeting representing  

  Oakesdale. One of the ideas to promote the “Palouse Corridor” was to have the  

  towns display WSU flags, signs and shirts. By promoting the alternate route they  

  hope to revive economic growth in the small towns. There will be a follow up  

  meeting next week on the progress of this promotion. 

 B. 1% INCREASE IN REGULAR PROPERTY TAX LEVY – There will be a Public   

  Hearing before our next council meeting for the 1% increase in regular property tax  

  levy that would total a profit of $432.46 for 2013. This increase will be adopted by  

  resolution during the regular business meeting following the Public Hearing. 

 C. CERB GRANT – Our engineers, TD&H, have submitted an application to the   

  Community Economic Revitalization Board for 2012 Community Revitalization  

  Grant Program to enhance the vitality and livability of the community. Our   

  application was for a sidewalk improvement project on the north side of Steptoe  

  between 1st and 2nd Street which would replace the sidewalk and add lighting. The  

  project cost was for $98,100 and would improve the safety for pedestrians in our  

  busiest corridor. CERB will not select projects for funding until December 4, 2013. 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 TOM C. – Tom provided a piece of our Town’s water pipe for “show & tell” with council to 

 prove a point on how bad some areas of our water system are riddled with patches. The 2 ½ 

 foot pipe had four patches and needed to be replaced. This section of pipe was replaced last 

 week by our Public Works Department. Tom also had some visitors from Montana last 

 weekend and they complimented how nice our Town looks. 

 TOM J. – Nothing at this time. 

 AL – He will write something up to add to our dog ordinances that would mandate 

 protection of animals in a confined space, especially dogs, for our next meeting to review 

 with Stephen Bishop. 

 KELLI – She asked who updates the reader board above the library. The school owns and 

 updates the reader board. Usually a selected student updates the reader board. Kelli has 

 noticed there have been no updates in the Gazette from our local contact and wondered if 

 Angy Dewan was still our local contact for the paper. 

 DENNIS – He gave a brief museum update that included the museum turning 25 years old 

 next year and the Town will be 125 years old in 2013. They would like to see some kind of 

 town celebration next July 2013 and Jake Dingman has volunteered to be the chairman of 

 that committee. The museum asked to have periodic updates put in the Town’s monthly 

 newsletter. 
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VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Council members reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for August 

 2012. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve paid checks #22986 - #23001 in the 

 amount of $1,971.57 for claims and $4,042.89 for payroll totaling $6,014.46 from August 09, 

 2012 through August 16, 2012 AND EFT payment to WA State Dept of Revenue in the 

 amount of $581.85 for excise taxes. Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members 

 voted yes – motion passed. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m. Kellie 

 Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

             

            DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

     

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


