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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 4, 2012 

 
** Public hearing for 1% over the actual levy amount from the previous year – 
Mayor Dennis Palmer opened the public hearing before the regular council meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. Citizens were informed the one percent would increase the Town’s levy 
monies by a total of $432. Citizens had a few questions for council on how the extra 
money would be spent and what part of the budget benefits from the one percent. 
Being no more comments from the public, Mayor Palmer closed the hearing at 7:07 
p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. following 
 the public hearing. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and 
 Randy Robinson. Also present were Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney; Mary DeGon, 
 Clerk/Treasurer and Bob Hooper, Public Works Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Dolores Haley, Linda Peringer, Dave & Pia Hooks, Frank 
 Triplett and Pat O’Neill, Whitman County Commissioner. 

 Dave Hooks – He has started working on a project to create a non-profit organization to 
 purchase The Country Attic for a community center. He is in the process of getting the non-
 profit status and will be applying for a grant through the USDA. He sees a real need for a 
 community center. He has already talked to Jake Dingman about having an automotive class 
 in the garage part of the building for students. The building comes with all contents and 
 they would continue to have espresso. He needs help coming up with earnest money which 
 he figures to be around $1,700 and wanted to know if the Town could help. The Town can’t 
 extend monies for such a project. Council members had several questions for Dave about his 
 project. He was encouraged to do an analysis or feasibility study to confirm a need in our 
 town. His idea sounds good in theory but he does not have the finances to back his idea. The 
 following was the programs and services they presented to council: 

 Coffee and espresso 
 Sub sandwiches 
 Community access computers with high speed internet 
 Copying and faxing available 
 Meeting space 
 Distance learning capability 
 Afterschool and/or evening community enrichment classes 
 Auto shop with lift to be used by the school for shop class 
 Planning/GIS mapping 
 Food Bank 
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 Linda Peringer – She has heard there have been complaints about the care of her daughter’s 
 horse. Audra moved back to Oakesdale and brought two horses which she now has in two 
 separate locations. One horse kept getting out and since has been moved out of city limits. 
 The other horse has been out of food and water before – especially water. Linda wants to 
 know why people have to talk about it instead of going straight to the owner with their 
 concerns. When City Hall received complaints about the horses care, Mary has called 
 Linda or Audra personally passing on the information. But some people will call the Town 
 Marshal and leave messages for him to do something about it. Councilman Randy Robinson 
 did address the horse has lost weight over the past few months. It was noted the location 
 where the horse is being kept has no grass to feed upon and Audra is throwing it some hay.  

IV. PAT O’NEILL, WHITMAN COUNTY COMMISSIONER:  Pat is up for re-election and he 
 presented to the board an information sheet about the state line development area and jobs 
 regarding the Hawkins Development. Pat stated he has worked hard for the citizens of 
 Whitman County and he sees the need for the county to extend its tax base. He reviewed 
 some of the facts about the Hawkins Development Project and fielded questions from our 
 council members. Some of the discussion included: 

 May 2008 - The County would reimburse the developer for $9.1 million of the 
approximately $18 million cost of developing public infrastructure. Reimbursement would 
not occur until one anchor superstore commenced business in the developer’s property. 

 Fall 2011 – The developer proposed that the reimbursement be increased to $15 million 
with total public infrastructure development cost now estimate at $19 million. 
Reimbursement would not occur until 90 days after construction starts or completion of ten 
percent of the public infrastructure and signed agreements from two anchor superstores or 
total rental of 250,000 square feet. 

 Leases must be signed and construction started by January 2014 or the County’s increased 
reimbursement obligation terminates. 

 The County has a grant that will enable them to keep the first $200,000 per year in sales tax 
for 25 years. This revenue will go towards paying for the increase in infrastructure costs. 

 Public infrastructure needs: streets, curbs and gutters, lighting and a waste treatment 
filtration plant that will be usable by other future corridor developments. Other benefits for 
future development include a one million gallon capacity water tank for fire-fighting flow, a 
public safety building for Fire District #12 and for County Sheriff police protection and two 
new water wells capable of producing approximately 300 gal/min. 

 
V. FRANK TRIPLETT, CERTIFIED WATER OPERATOR:  Mayor Palmer asked Frank Triplett 
 to address council on the current condition of our water system and where do we begin to 
 make a plan of action to correct the problems. Frank works with many small towns and 
 knows it comes down to “pay me now or pay me later”. We have thin wall steel pipes that 
 need replacing. Frank gave council members a handout on Financial Viability for Small 
 Water Systems that showed five steps to financial viability: 

 Develop an operating budget – Develop a six year budget with enough income to pay for all 
regular maintenance and operations needs. Make sure to factor in inflation by two to five 
percent. Your budget should also include contributions to your reserve funds. 

 Take another look at your water rates – Our rates may be keeping us from being financially 
healthy. Many water systems are not charging enough to pay for basic maintenance and 
operations or contributing to reserve accounts. 
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 Create and fund an operating cash reserve – An operating cash reserve is extra money set 
aside to handle problems with cash flow. An operating reserve should equal the amount of 
cash needed to pay for 30 to 45 days of water system costs. 

 Create and fund an emergency reserve – An emergency reserve account lets you respond to 
a true emergency such as vandalism, earthquake, storm damage or flooding. It should have 
enough funds at all times to replace the most vulnerable part of the water system. 

 Create and fund reserves for capital improvements and equipment replacement – You 
should have some savings to ensure that aging equipment and infrastructure do not become 
a financial burden for our water system. 

 
 Frank is in the process of finding out how much thin wall steel pipe we have in our water 
 system. He suggested putting a plan in motion to replace so many feet of thin wall steel each 
 year over a period of time. Council member’s had a discussion about our current water 
 system and needs. Frank has completed the twenty chapters of the small water systems 
 plan and wants to insert more detail about the water system. Frank encouraged Mayor 
 Palmer and council members to attend the IACC conference in October in Wenatchee, WA 
 for infrastructure funding. Mary will forward the IACC conference information to council 
 members via email. 
 
VI. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Keith Cooper could not be in attendance tonight. He did 
 submit a monthly report for August 2012. There were 11 cases last month ranging from 
 ordinance violations, suspicious activity, found property and theft. 
 
VII. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob Hooper reported we replaced a water service line from the 
 meter to the main on the corner of Pearl and Third Street. Steptoe Street and First Street 
 were swept from the State HWY project. He and Jeffrey have been busy with the typical 
 summer needs of mowing, weeding, spraying and maintaining. When George is done with 
 harvest, we will start the asphalt work on the streets. Jeffrey’s last day will be September 
 20th as he is off to attend college at EWU in Cheney, WA. 
 
VIII. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: Members reviewed August 20, 2012 
 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans 
 seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
IX. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 A. RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LEASES – Two leases continue to be pending. 
 
 B. TOWN MARSHAL VACANCY – Keith Cooper has had one person show interest of  
  working for us, however, they would prefer to have guaranteed hours rather than be 
  on an as needed basis. This person would prefer to be a Town Marshal rather than a  
  Code Enforcement Officer. Keith is in discussions with Sheriff Brett Myers for  
  permission to replace Dan Brown with another Deputy. Council members would  
  prefer that person would handle most of the code violations while Keith did the  
  patrols, arrests and required paperwork. 
 
 C. MOSQUITO FOGGING – Stephen Bishop did not bring the inter-local agreement  
  with him tonight. He did not see a need to issue the inter-local agreement since we  
  are past the season for treating mosquitoes. We will be good to go for next year. 
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 D. PARK RESTROOMS – Mayor Palmer missed the last Park Board meeting as he was  
  in Rockford attending a Scenic Byway meeting. There has been no more   
  communication from either party. 
 
 E. WSU ALTERNATE TRAFFIC ROUTE – We did receive our twenty flags from WSU to  
  mount on our flag poles for each WSU Cougar home football games to help create  
  the Palouse Corridor. Our Public Works Department will work on mounting the flags 
  to our poles this week and we will put the flags up Friday before the staff leave  
  work. 
 
X. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 A. RESOLUTION NO. 2012-333 – Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with  
  the reading of Resolution No. 2012-333 to increase the actual levy amount by one  
  percent. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes –   
  motion passed. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve Resolution No. 2012- 
  333. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, four council members voted yes, one  
  council member voted no – motion passed. 
 
 B. 30 DAY LEASE TERMINATION NOTICE – Council members received a copy of a  
  letter from Firstwind notifying the Town of terminating their lease for the use of the  
  business incubator office space effective September 30, 2012. Once the space has  
  been vacated, we will try advertising the space for rent through the Gazette and our  
  newsletter. 
 
XI. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 
 

  RANDY, TOMC. AND TOM J. – Nothing at this time 

 

 AL – He asked if we had an answer back about our Town Marshal’s office being a sub-

 station for Whitman County Sheriffs. Mary had thought Keith did get an approval from Brett 

 Myers and our next step would be to add a symbol to our window identifying this as a sub-

 station and re-keying the front and back doors. Al submitted a proposed ordinance for the 

 minimum shelter requirements for dogs. Stephen Bishop has something very similar that is 

 being used in other towns and he will put an ordinance together for us. Al asked where we 

 are at in the surplus of the white pumper truck. We are waiting for the Fire Chief, George 

 Dewan, to return from attending his sister’s funeral in France, before we have it removed 

 from the station to be put on display for the surplus. Al asked Stephen Bishop if we can give 

 examples of illegal activity when publishing Ordinance No. 610 in our Town newsletter 

 stating no land use shall violate state or federal law. An example would be community 

 marijuana gardens which Stephen thought was alright to do so. 

 

 KELLI – Nothing at this time. 

 

XII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

 Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for August 2012. Randy Robinson 

 made the motion to approve paid checks #23002 - #23019 in the amount of $7,841.06 for 
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 claims and $6,407.36 for payroll totaling $14,248.42 from August 23, 2012 through August 

 30, 2012 AND EFT payment to EFTPS in the amount of $1,891.08 for employee 941 federal 

 taxes. Kelli Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 p.m. Kelli 

 Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

 

 

              

            DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

     

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


