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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 17, 2012 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson and Al Evans. Councilman 
 Randy Robinson arrived at 7:40 p.m. Kelli Meserve was not in attendance. Also present was 
 Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Mark Storey, Director of Whitman County Public Works; 
 Dave Kliewer, JUB; Dave Barnett, JUB and Layne Merritt, JUB. 

IV. LAYNE MERRITT, JUB:  The purpose of JUB attending our meeting tonight was for a 30% 
 design review. JUB reviewed the various areas of the project: 

 Hydraulic Report Calculations/Issues Discussion – vertical elevation of the bridge looking 
at the 100 year flood plain and 500 year flood plain. 

 Geotechnical Engineering Report Results – The recommend level for pilings was 30 feet. 
 Cultural Resources Report Results/Environmental – This was mandatory and no artifacts 

were found. 
 Budget Refresh Discussion – The original grant application is almost two years old and the 

current project prospectus shows the current bridge is 24 ft. wide, 30 ft. long and the 
replacements bridge would be 44 ft. wide and 50 ft. long to include sidewalks on both sides. 

 Structural Bridge Concepts/Costs – Discussed three possible structures and majority 
agreed the precast design was the better option. 

 Sidewalks on Bridge – This will depend on the width of the bridge. We were shown 
diagrams for 36, 40 and 44 feet wide bridges. We will probably have a sidewalk on one side 
rather than two. 

 Approach Road Concepts/Costs – The federal funding of this bridge only allows 15% of the 
cost to be spent on approaches. The 15% is based off the actual cost of the bridge bid. JUB is 
at $79,000 now if we go with a 44 ft. width bridge at a cost of $350,000. We are only 
allocated $52,500 for approach cost to be in compliance with the fifteen percent. JUB will 
explore approach costs on a 36 ft. and 40 ft. bridge. They will get back to us in a few weeks 
with projected costs. Mark Storey recommended JUB resubmit the prospectus with one 
sidewalk and corrected width of the bridge when one has been chosen. 

 Contingencies, Risk and Costs – JUB understands the Town prefers the bridge funding to 
remain at one hundred percent funding and the Town does not want to pay out of pocket 
expenses for approach costs over the 15% allowed. 

V. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed September 4, 
 2012 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Al 
 Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LEASES – There are still two remaining leases pending 
  adjustments. It was noted the crossing by the baseball field is in bad shape. Mayor  
  Palmer has left two messages with the railroad encouraging them to fix it. The Town 
  needs to put up caution signs by the tracks to warn motorists. We may have to close  
  that section of street if the repairs are not made soon. 

 B. TOWN MARSHAL VACANCY – Pending 

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. WHITMAN COUNTY DEPT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MOU – Council  
  members reviewed an updated Memorandum of Understanding between Whitman  
  County Department of Emergency Management and the Town of Oakesdale. This  
  understanding coordinates and facilitates resources to minimize the impact of major 
  emergencies and disasters on people, property and the environment in Whitman  
  County, Washington.  Al Evans made the motion to allow Mayor Palmer to sign the  
  MOU. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion  
  passed. 

 B. DOG ORDINANCE – Pending ordinance from Stephen Bishop, Town Attorney. 

VIII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 AL – He asked when we will lose our summer help. Jeffrey’s last day is this Thursday, 
 September 20th as he is off to college. Randy complimented Jeffrey on all the work he did for 
 the Town this summer and how nice everything looks. 

 TOM J., TOM C., AND RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

IX. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 
 Treasurer’s Report for September 2012. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks 
 #23020 - #23043 in the amount of $5,094.37 for claims and $7,193.31 for payroll totaling 
 $12,287.68 from September 6, 2012 through September 14, 2012 AND EFT payment to WA 
 State Dept of Revenue for $529.41 for excise taxes. Randy Robinson seconded the motion, 
 all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

X. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m. Randy 
 Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

      

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


