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Town of Oakesdale
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

For
February 18, 2014

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and
Randy Robinson. Also present was Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Steve Marsh & Matt Wright with TD&H, Stillman Norton
with Keller Associates, Layne Merritt with JUB, Steve & Nannette Bolyard and Laurie Brown.

Stillman Norton - He briefly described their company, which have been in business for the
past 20 years. He is based out of Clarkston, Washington. They serve many towns in Idaho
and would like an opportunity to serve our Town as the second engineer realizing how
happy we are with TD&H.

Layne Merritt - JUB has enjoyed working with us and hope we are happy with the Steptoe
Street Bridge project they are wrapping up for us. They look forward to working with us.

Steve Marsh - TD&H will be replacing retiree Randy Noble with Matt Wright. He addressed
our flooding issues. They would be glad to help us find funding to ease the pain of another
flood. They always enjoy working with us and they appreciate our consideration with their
company for the next two years.

Steve & Nannette Bolyard - What is the Town Council going to do about the creek flooding?
Randy Robinson did meet with Mark Storey, Whitman County Public Works Director, and
Allan Thompson, Whitman County Planning Commissioner, to discuss the consequences of
our flooding problems from the County and farmers ditching up stream. This last flood was
the “perfect storm”. We had a bunch of snow on the ground, temperatures warmed up
enough to rain and melt the snow which had nowhere to go on frozen ground. The flooding
down Steptoe was caused by a drainage ditch that goes out Oakesdale Road. Both creeks
were flooding and there was not much the Town could do about the creek flooding. Sand
bags were offered to those who could use them. In Bolyard'’s case, it was too late. We
experienced flash flooding with no warnings - it was immediate. Nanette brought her
camera and showed the flood pictures of their house. Our engineers encouraged council to
get all the flooding pictures they could to help our cause for need of assistance.

Laurie Brown - Her basement flooded from the drainage ditch off of Oakesdale Road. She
suggested the Town build levies. Stillman suggested we look into storm water grants to help
us with that area of flooding.
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IV.

VI

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: Council members reviewed February 3,
2014 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans
seconded the motion, all council members voted yes - motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

A.

REPAIR OF WELL #5 - Specialty Pump is waiting for a break in the weather so they
can move the large crane down here to put our well back together.

NEW BUSINESS:

A.

YV VYVYVYVY

2014-2015 SMALL WORKS ROSTER FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES - We received
7 statements of qualifications (SOQ’s) from:

TD& H Engineering

Keller Associates

JUB Engineering

Pacific Engineering

SWCA Environmental Consultants
Taylor Engineering

Munir Daud & Associates

Mayor Palmer suggested we have a committee of two council members review the
SOQ’s and report back to council their findings at the next council meeting. Randy
Robinson and Al Evans volunteered to review the SOQ’s.

FLASH FLOODING - Mayor Palmer had nothing else to add to this topic as it was
already discussed under Introduction of Guests.

WATER RATE INCREASE 2015 - Council members would like to know what the
rates are in other Whitman County towns and how much water does a person get
for that rate. Mary will call around to get more information by the next planning
meeting in March. TD&H already have some of that information for a few towns and
will get that to Mary. Randy Robinson suggested having a usage report for one of our
busiest months to see how much water some of our residents are using. Mary will
run a BIAS report to show usage for August 2013.

PARKING ORDINANCE - We received a copy of a parking ordinance from Rosalia
that our Town Attorney put together for them. Stephen Bishop said this was not the
ordinance he was looking for to help our situation but asked council to look at it and
go from there. This was tabled until they had more information.

WILLOW'’S RECYCLING CENTER CHANGES - Council members received a copy of
an email from Judi Dunn-Gray, Whitman County Recycling & Waste Reduction
Coordinator, informing us as of April 1st Empire Disposal will be removing all the
manually handled recycling carts from the Willow’s. Empire Disposal feels this is an
unsafe method of collection and not worth the risk. The County is trying to come up
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with an alternate collection option for the smaller communities and others. They
will be discussing these options at the February 19t SWAC meeting in Colfax. Mayor
Palmer and Bob Hooper will be attending. The option from Empire Disposal and the
County is a 30 yard dumpster that the Town will have to pay to be dumped. Rosalia
is looking at other alternatives with a private company that would come dump their
recycling bins for free. Mary has placed a call to United Data Securities to see if they
would also be interested in working with our Town.

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER'’S BUSINESS:
KELLI - Nothing at this time.

AL - There is an abandoned car at 305 E Bartlett across from the house that needs
to be addressed. This will be referred to the Town Marshals. He saw a news story
from Spokane that spoke of relocating moose when they are in neighborhoods in
Spokane. If Spokane County can relocate moose why can’t we in Whitman County?
He asked council members to consider purchase of a generator that can run the
wells if we should ever have a major power outage.

TOM J. - Nothing at this time.
TOM C. - Nothing at this time.

RANDY - He felt if we were going to get anywhere on the flood issues we need to
follow-up with Allan Thompson with Whitman County Planning.

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS: Council members reviewed the

Treasurer’s Report for February 2014. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid
checks #23774 - #23793 in the amount of $21,198.23 for claims and $6,791.33 for
payroll totaling $27,989.56 from February 6, 2014 through February 13, 2014 AND
EFT payment to WA State Department of Revenue in the amount of $462.69 for
excise taxes. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes -
motion passed.

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Tom Crooks made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes - motion
passed.

ATTEST: DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer
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