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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
March 3, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and Randy Robinson. Council 

members Kelli Meserve and Tom Crooks were not in attendance. Also present were Mary 

DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer and Bob Hooper, Public Works Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Dolores Haley, Matt Wright with TD&H and by telephone 

conference, Steve Marsh with TD&H. 

IV. MATT WRIGHT, TD&H:  He has talked to Alan Thompson with Whitman County discussing 

our flooding problems. It has been suggested we hire a water hydrologist to do a flood plain 

study. This study can be completed by TD&H, however, the study would cost the Town 

approximately $150,000. Matt asked what would be our goals if a study was completed.  

The Town would like to be able to maintain the water ways due to silt build up. This would 

help prevent some of the flooding from being so severe, but, the real problem is 

downstream of the lagoons. The water is backing up from the channel down there causing 

more water to flood in Town. Due to all the ditching that has been done by the county, state 

and farmers the water is flowing more and faster into Town causing a major backup. There 

are so many entities that need to be involved; state, county, railroad, DOE, FSA and Fish & 

Game. Denny will call our local WSDOT tomorrow to discuss the ditching that was done 

north of town and why it has not been done south of town. We need to get a good look at the 

culvert behind Louk’s that runs down from the school pass the park and out Second Street. 

Steve Marsh said there could be grants available over the next five years for a hydraulic 

study that would ease the financial burden on the Town. 

V. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Keith Cooper had to work tonight so he was unable to attend 

the meeting. He did leave a monthly department report for February 2014 which showed 12 

cases handled by our Marshals and 9 cases by the County. Keith and Mike are both working 

on the nuisance ordinance for our problem houses. They are getting input from other 

agencies that have worked cases at these houses to make sure they do fall under the new 

code. Once they get all their information they will be contacting our Town Attorney for 

review. 

VI. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob reported he and George have been busy filling sandbags 

and will have a 100 bags filled for the next time we need sandbags for flooding which could 

actually be sometime this week according to the weather reports. Bob built a shelf unit in 

the old fire station to get City Hall’s stored records off the ground to prevent water damage. 
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They have been busy pushing snow around in the past month. Dolores Haley stated she is 

very pleased with our Public Works department and all the plowing and sanding they have 

done on the streets. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. REPAIR OF WELL#5 – COMPLETED – The well was put back together last week 

and running great. It is running so quiet compared to before with the lack of all the 

vibration from the worn down shafts. The motor on the pump has a year warranty. 

B. WILLOW’S RECYCLING CENTER CHANGES – Denny and Bob attended the last 

Whitman County SWAC meeting where indoor recycling was the hot topic. As of 

April 1st, the recycling bins in the Willows will be removed by Empire Disposal as 

this method of recycling is no longer available to us. They learned there could be 

grant money available to build a structure to house 30 yard dumpster(s) for 

streamline recycling. We are trying to find another business that can offer us the 

same kind of recycling we have now at the Willows. Council members do not want to 

go to the dumpster for recycling. We all have the fear of people taking the dumpster 

for granted and depositing all garbage in the dumpster instead of recyclables only. If 

we can’t find another company to continue our recycling program then we will have 

to discontinue the service. Mary will try to find out what kind of recycling program 

the school has through Whitman County. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. 2014-2015 SMALL WORKS ROSTER FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – Randy 

Robinson and Al Evans reviewed all the Statement of Qualifications (SOQ’s) we 

received from various engineering firms and their recommendation was TD&H for 

primary choice and Keller Associates for secondary choice. They feel the need to 

rotate the second position to offer other engineering firms a chance at our business. 

Randy Robinson made the motion to have TD&H as our primary engineers and 

Keller Associates as our secondary engineers. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all 

council members voted yes – motion passed. 

B. US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – FLOOD MAP UPDATE – We received an email 

letter from the National Flood Insurance Program responding to the revision to the 

Flood Insurance Rate Map changes. They are requiring more data from the US Army 

Corps of Engineers to continue to process our request. They are giving the US Army 

Corps 90 days to reply to their letter in order to continue the process. 

IX. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 AL – He suggested we look into making or purchase a device to help us fill sand bags faster. 

 TOM J. – Nothing at this time. 

 RANDY – Nothing at this time. 
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X. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for February 2014. Al Evans made 

the motion to approve paid checks #23794 - #23810 in the amount of $6,685.02 for claims 

and $5,863.05 for payroll totaling $12,548.07 from February 20, 2014 through February 28, 

2014 AND EFT payment to EFTPS in the amount of $1,744.86 for employee federal taxes. 

Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. Al 

Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                  DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 

 


