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Town of Oakesdale 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 

March 17, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and Tom Crooks. 

Councilman Randy Robinson arrived at 7:28 p.m. Also present were Mary DeGon, 

Clerk/Treasurer and Bob Hooper, Public Work Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Linda Peringer, Donna Kullberg and Matt Wright with TD&H 

Engineering. 

 Linda – She was here to give support to her neighbor Donna Kullberg. 

 Donna – She was here to report the alley behind her house has been blocked by cones on 

the east end and the west end was blocked by a huge pile of snow. The cones were placed in 

the alley by Bill Auvil. Bill called Bob Hooper to report the alley was very muddy and he had 

put orange caution cones up to stop traffic until the alley could dry up some before people 

could drive on it. The snow is from plowing the streets and was piled up at the west end of 

the alley. Donna wants to use the alley and is not happy about it being blocked and keeping 

her from accessing her property from the alley. Donna accused the Mayor of threatening her 

that if she used the alley while it was muddy, she could end up paying for it to be fixed. 

Mayor Palmer reminded her he did not threaten her but told her to use common sense to 

stay off the alley until it could dry out some more. She is leaving horrible ruts in the alley 

while it remains muddy. Donna said she is not responsible for the ruts. Donna would have 

appreciated someone from the Town calling her to explain why the alley should not be used 

before blocking it off. In the winter time when the snow is plowed on Bartlett it is hard for 

her to use her driveway due to the berm the plow leaves in front of it. Her husband passed 

away last December and it is hard for her to shovel the berm. Mayor Palmer said for her and 

Linda to call City Hall when that happens and they would have the backhoe scoop up the 

berm for them. As the alley dries out the Town will maintain the alley and add some gravel. 

Council had some concern about blocking the west end of the alley with snow. This needs to 

be clear for emergency vehicles. We need to find somewhere else to pile the snow. 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed March 3, 2014 

minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans 

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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V. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. WILLOW’S RECYCLING CENTER CHANGES – We have placed several phone calls to 

United Data Securities that have gone unreturned. It appears the company has 

changed its mind in helping small towns with recycling. Jake Dingman was out of 

town and has not met with Mary yet to talk about the recycling program at the 

school and if there are any possibilities in incorporating that recycling with the 

Town’s needs. Signs have been posted inside the Willow’s recycling center 

informing our citizens about the upcoming changes. Bob Hopper purchased a lock 

for the door and on April 1st after Empire Disposal removes the cans we will have to 

lock the door. 

B. WATER RATE INCREASES – Council members reviewed a rate study sheet that had 

ten other communities similar in size within Whitman County with their base water 

rates and minimum gallons of water for their base rates. We were the lowest base 

rate and the common minimum gallons for the base water rate is 5,000 gallons. 

Council members discussed increasing the base rate by $5.00 per month and 

increase the base usage from 4,125 gallons to 5,000 gallons. Matt Wright with TD&H 

asked council members to consider an overage use increase too besides raising the 

base rate. After much discussion, council was leaning more to increase the base 

rater rather than the overage use. 

C. FLOODING ISSUES – Randy has had meetings with Dept of Agriculture, WSDOT and 

the railroad. WSDOT admitted they have a problem out by the State Highway 27 by 

the lagoons. Hopefully, WSDOT will be able to dig the ditch and get the water 

flowing better at the south end of town. The key is to get the right agencies involved 

to help put the pressure on the DOE. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS:  None 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 KELLI – Nothing at this time. 

AL – The abandoned BMW car on west Bartlett has not been removed. This will be referred 

to our Town Marshals. 

TOM J. – Nothing at this time. 

TOM C. – Nothing at this time. 

RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report for March 2014. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks 

#23811 - #23830 in the amount of $24,764.95 for claims and $6,801.52 for payroll totaling 
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$31,566.47 from March 4, 2014 through March 14, 2014. Kelli Meserve seconded the 

motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m. Tom 

Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                 DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 


