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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
June 2, 2014 

 
**PUBLIC HEARING FOR STIP – Mayor Dennis Palmer opened the Public Hearing at 

7:00 p.m.  Mary DeGon reviewed the changes to the STIP from the last council 

meeting. Being no comments from the public, the hearing was closed at 7:05 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 

following the Public Hearing. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Randy Robinson, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson, Al 

Evans and Kelli Meserve. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Keith 

Cooper, Town Marshal; Bob Hooper, Public Work Director and Bob Hill, Building 

Inspector. 

III. INTORDUCTION OF GUESTS:  George Young representing the Baptist Church and 

Dave Hooks. 

 Dave – They purchased the beauty shop from Dan & Brandy Brown. They are getting 

their non-profit Oakesdale Coffee House up and running. The front of the building 

will be the coffee house along with games and puzzles to play. The back of the 

building will be the community center and planning room. There will be computers 

and printers available to use and mapping and GPS. The water meter was replaced 

today but there is a leak inside the back of the building. The water was turned off to 

allow Dave to make repairs. 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed May 

19, 2014 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. 

Al Evans seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. TOWN MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Keith Cooper gave the police department’s monthly 

report for May 2014. It was a slow month with only 4 cases ranging from animal 

problem, welfare check, suspicious and allege drive by shooting. This was a false 

reporting. Whitman County Sheriff’s department also handled a few call for our 

Town consisting of noise complaints and other allege crimes that were not accurate. 

We have some residential homes in Town who are not mowing their yards. We do 
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have an ordinance for grass to be under 12 inches tall. Keith will be addressing 

those properties soon. 

VI. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob Hooper has been busy mowing, trimming and 

spraying weeds. Bob & George have been trying to patch small pot holes. We will be 

doing more paving of big broken up areas in June. Our summer help, Jeffrey DeGon, 

will be back to work for us on Monday, June 9th. We replaced a sewer line at 101 E 

Willams and replaced a water meter at 104 W Steptoe. Randy Robinson noticed the 

sidewalk up to the school needs weeded and the bushes need trimmed. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. WILLOW’S RECYCLING CENTER – No updates 

 B. STIP REVIEW – Council members did not have any more additions to the 

STIP and agreed with the changes. The STIP will be adopted by Resolution at 

the next council meeting. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. BAPTIST CHURCH REQUEST – The Baptist Church is looking at removing 

the current mobile home that serves as their parsonage and replacing it with 

a stick built home or manufactured home or a modular home. They would 

like to know if council would consider vacating the rest of the alley on the 

south side of the parsonage. They are needing a little bit more room to 

replace the home. We do have an old well house sitting on the alleyway. Mary 

emailed our Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop, and he recommended we do 

not vacate. However, if the council were to decide to do so, the Town should 

retain a utility easement for future needs. Bob Hill, Building Inspector, 

recommended we give them a variance eliminating the 5 foot setback on the 

south side of the parsonage. That would give them the extra room they need 

and then the alley does not need to be considered for vacating. George agreed 

that would help give them the extra space they would need. Al Evans made 

the motion to issue a building variance at 105 Third Street eliminating the 5 

foot setback on the south side of the parsonage. Randy seconded the motion, 

all council members votes yes – motion passed. Mary will have a Resolution 

ready at the next council meeting for council members to adopt to make the 

building variance official. 
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B. BEST CITY AWARD NOMINATION – WSDOT – Keith Martin, Eastern Region 

Local Programs Engineer, with WSDOT has nominated our McCoy 

Creek/Steptoe Bridge Replacement Project for the Best City Award. Dave 

Kliewer, JUB Engineers, has graciously agreed to help out by providing a 

write up of some of the unique and/or strong points of the project. Mary 

retrieved newspaper articles from the Whitman County Gazette for more 

documentation support. Mary also emailed Keith a bridge inspection sheet 

that gave the history of the bridge and all the repairs. Mary also wrote up an 

introductory piece about how much that bridge is used and what hardships 

we had to go through while the bridge was out of commission. Keith will 

refine all those points over the next week or so. Nominations are due in 

Olympia by June 10th. 

 

IX. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 

 KELLI – Nothing at this time. 

 

 AL – Nothing at this time. 

  

TOM J. – He would like to thank our Public Works Department. They did a good job 

cleaning the ditches on McCoy and 7th Streets. He would like them to be recognized 

for their hard work. 

 

TOM C. – Nothing at this time. 

 

RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

 

X. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for May 2014. Al Evans 

made the motion to approve paid checks #23917 - #23932 in the amount of 

$5,478.69 for claims and $5,717.64 for payroll totaling $11,196.33 from May 21, 

2014 through June 2, 2014 AND EFT payment to EFTPS in the amount of $1,854.16 

for employee federal taxes.  Randy Robinson had a question on the two railroad 

leases that were paid. Both leases now fall under the new yearly amounts of $350 

each. They used to be $1 and $100. We did receive a letter in January warning us any 

leases we have with WSDOT under $349 per year were going to be increased to 

$350. Kelli Meserve seconded the motion, all members voted yes – motion passed. 
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XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 

p.m. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion 

passed. 

 

 

 

              

               DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

  Mary DeGon, Clerk/Secretary 


