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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
July 21, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and 

Randy Robinson. Also present was Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed July 7, 2014 

minutes. Al Evan made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Randy Robinson 

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. BRAD SULLIVAN’S CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION – Brad sent the 

Town an email today that gave his conditional use permit intent at the building he 

bought at 507 N First (the old Country Attic). He intends to stay 15 days a month out 

of the year at the property on and off through the summer months while he fixes 

and maintains the building. The property will be used mostly for storage. Tom 

Crooks will now schedule a meeting with the 5 members of the Board of Adjustment 

to review the conditional use permit application. Council members requested the 

conditional use permit should be reviewed every 2 years. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. 2015 SPECIAL LEVY RESOLUTION NO. 2014-346 – Randy Robinson made the 

motion to dispense with the reading of Resolution No. 2014-346 placing the two 

propositions on the November 4, 2014 General Election Ballot. Tom Johnson 

seconded the motion, all members voted yes – motion passed. Randy made the 

motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-346 for a levy of $14,000, an estimated $0.73 

per $1,000 of assessed valuation for public safety to fund fire protection and a levy 

of $36,000, an estimated $1.89 per $1,000 of assessed valuation for street work, 

street lights and street maintenance for collection in 2015. Tom Johnson seconded 

the motion, all members voted yes – motion passed. 

B. PALOUSE RTPO – The Palouse Regional Transportation Planning Organization met 

on April 29th and resolved to re-form as a regional transportation planning 

organization as allowed under RCW47.80.020. There are 4 Southeast Counties of 

Asotin, Columbia, Garfield and Whitman within the designated region. They are 
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requesting our organization to consider the resolution they provided with their 

cover letter for adoption to join RTPO. The enclosed resolution has SWEDA listed as 

the lead planning agency until such time the RTPO Policy Board designates a new 

lead agency. Mary did send Stephen Bishop a copy of the email with the cover letter 

and resolution for his review. Mary has never seen any documentation or 

correspondence from the RTPO in her 9 years of employment with the Town. 

Stephen did not have any recollection of our Town being a part of this agency either. 

Council members reviewed the resolution and discussed how this could benefit 

Oakesdale. The only example Mary was given after talking to a member of the RTPO 

was this program includes funding for Safe Routes to School. Mayor Palmer said he 

would contact Marshall Doak, Executive Director of PTPO, to get some of our 

questioned answered about the objective of joining RTPO. This subject was tabled 

until the next council meeting. 

C. FEDERAL SINGLE AUDIT – Mary announced our Federal Single Audit for the 

Steptoe Street Bridge project began on Monday, July 21st. The bridge project was 

federally funded through WSDOT. We expended over $500,000 in 2013 which 

triggers a federal single audit. Our funding agreement with WSDOT states a single 

audit or program audit is acceptable. Due to the audit stipulation in the agreement 

with WSDOT, our federal audit will be reduced by 20 to 40 hours with the state 

auditor’s time compared to a regular federal audit. This will save the Town some 

money! 

D. 4-H CAR WASH PERMISSION – Sherry Orton is asking council members permission 

to use the cement slabs across from the pool for 4-H to have a car wash on Old Mill 

Days. Sherry is still waiting for permission from the school to use the water from the 

bus garage. We have heard the car/tractor show was being moved from the old flour 

mill to the slabs. Council consensus was to give 4-H permission to use the slabs if the 

car/tractor show was not using that area. 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

KELLI – She knows we have talked about having a public restroom in Town before and 

asked if that is still a possibility and if there is any grant funding for the project. We have 

found no grant funding and when we last checked into the prefab restroom building it was 

around $40,000. This project would have to be funded by the Town from the Current 

Expense Fund. The project has been put on the back burner so to speak. Kelli announced she 

will be leaving her council member’s position in September due to her family’s busy 

schedule with school and sports. 

AL – He asked that the Adjustment Board clarifies the conditional use permit can not be 

transferrable should Brad Sullivan sell the property. 
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TOM J. – The Eagan property at 605 W McCoy has not been mowed and is a terrible mess. 

Pat Eagan was notified 2 weeks ago the property was a code violation and to get it mowed 

as soon as possible. This will be referred to the Town Marshal again. 

TOM C. – Nothing at this time. 

RANDY – There are piles and piles of old damaged railroad timbers along the tracks in 

Town. They have been there for at least 2 years and they have become a safety issue besides 

being a big eye sore. City Hall will contact WSDOT to see about the removal of the timbers. 

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed July 2014 

Treasurer’s Report. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks #23989 - #24006 in 

the amount of $2,090.23 for claims and $3,950.71 for payroll totaling $6,040.94 from July 

10, 2014 through July 15, 2014. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members 

voted yes – motion passed. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. Kelli 

Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

             DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

     

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


