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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
August 18, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Randy Robinson, Tom Crooks, Tom Johnson, Al Evans 

and Kelli Meserve. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Keith Cooper, Town 

Marshal and Justin Derosier, new Town Marshal. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:   Stillman Norton and Scott Linja with Keller Associates, 

Dolores Haley and James Orton. 

 Dolores – She asked if any of the council members saw the article in last week’s Gazettte 

about Rosalia trying to land a school for rail roaders? Mayor Nan Konishi is really trying to 

bring some economy back to Rosalia. What is our council doing to help our town’s 

economy? Council members responded to her question. The town is lacking a Chamber of 

Commerce that would help regenerate more small businesses. We own a business incubator 

that is available for a new business to lease for a reasonable amount. We only have one 

business building for sale in town that is move in ready. The other buildings that could be 

available if the owner(s) would sell are in very poor condition.  

 Keith – He introduced council members to our newest addition to our police department, 

Justin Derosier. He will be working with Keith as one of our Town Marshals. Mike Jordan 

resigned his position and Justin was glad to fill it. Justin lives in town and will be helpful to 

Keith to provide coverage for Oakesdale. 

IV. STILLMAN NORTON, KELLER  ASSOCIATES:  Stillman reviewed with council members our 

steps to renew our wastewater discharge permit. The first comment period has already 

been open and closed with no comments received. DOE will open up the second comment 

period in about two weeks. The engineer we decide to take on this project will review the 

changes to the new permit and make any comments on behalf of the town during the open 

comment period. Stillman compared the existing permit and the proposed permit with the 

new changes. We will be less restrictive on the limits for BOD and TSS but more restrictive 

limits on the fecal coliform, pH and total chlorine residual. He had charts showing how our 

lagoons are performing now and the needed changes that will be required by DOE. The 

facility improvements that need to be addressed are new fecal coliform and total residual 

chlorine. This can be achieved by a UV disinfection or adding an additional chamber on to 

the facility for the de-chlorination process. They will help us find funding sources to help 

pay for a facilities plan study for the wastewater treatment facility. They can address the 
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new permit, give cost alternatives and funding options to pay for proposed improvements  

to the wastewater facility and complete a rate study. 

V. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:   Council members reviewed August 4, 

2014 minutes.  Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Al Evans 

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

VI. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. BRAD SULLIVAN’S CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION – Tom Crooks 

announced the Board of Adjustments met on August 11th and reviewed the request 

from Brad Sullivan. They also took into consideration council members’ suggestions 

of a two year review of the permit and the permit is not transferrable.   The Board of 

Adjustment’s members agreed with council members on both stipulations. Tom 

Johnson made the motion to approve a Conditional Use Permit for Brad Sullivan 

with the recommendation from the Board of Adjustments. Randy Robinson 

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

B. AUDIT – Mary DeGon gave an audit update to council members. Our auditor 

wrapped up her visit last Friday, August 8th. She will make recommendations in her 

audit to her supervisor about the areas she reviewed. She audited the federal grant 

we received through WSDOT for replacing the Steptoe Street Bridge. The funds 

spent on the project within one year totaled over $500,000 which triggered a single 

Federal Audit. We asked the auditor to do a two year accountability audit for 2012 

and 2013 while they were here to save money.  Our three year audit would have 

been due next year anyways. We will go back to every three years for an audit. The 

Accountability Audit consisted of: 

 Financial condition 

 Compliance with grant requirements 

 Cash receipting 

 Payments and expenditures 

 Payroll and personnel 

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. DOE WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT - Mary reminded council members that 

TD&H Engineering will be at our next council meeting on Tuesday, September 2nd. 

TD&H will give their intake on the wastewater discharge permit and required 

facility updates. Council members will then decide later in the meeting which 

engineer’s qualifications are best for the DOE project. 

B. COUNCIL MEMBER CANDIDATES – Council members were informed we have three 

candidates so far for Kelli’s open position: 

 James Orton 
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 Dolores Haley 

 Jake Dingman 

Candidate’s interviews will be done at our September 15th council meeting. 

C. FLOOD PLAIN REVISION UPDATE – We had a visit from Ted Olson with DOE 

regarding our flood plain map revisions. The proposed new map, which has not 

been approved by FEMA yet, shows 4 new buildings and/or residence in the flood 

plain. They consist of the Willow’s Recycling Center, Port of Whitman’s 

telecommunication hut, Dorothy Elkin’s barn and Bob Larsen’s residence. 

VIII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

KELLI – She asked if Mary was able to obtain her training certificate from AWC for the class 

she took for newly elected officials. Mary was able to get the training certificate. 

AL – Nothing at this time. 

TOM J. – He suggested the Town put its name on the water tower tank. 

TOM C. – Nothing at this time. 

RANDY – We need to have our Town Marshals check the alleyways for any vehicles that 

could be blocking the alleys. This is a safety issue for any emergency vehicles that needs   

access. 

IX. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report for August 2014. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve paid 

checks #24020 - #24040 in the amount of $2,912.32 for claims and$7,499.71 for payroll 

totaling $10,412.03 from August 07, 2014 through August 15, 2014. Tom Johnson seconded 

the motion, all council members voted yes - motion passed. 

X. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Kelli 

Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes - motion passed. 

 

              

             DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

     

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


