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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 2, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and Randy 

Robinson. Councilman Al Evans was not in attendance. Also present were Mary DeGon, 

Clerk/Treasurer and Bob Hooper, Public Works Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:   Dolores Haley and James Orton 

 Dolores – She has a concern for the nonprofit business Dave Hooks will be opening up. He 

has a sign in the window of the business that says Oakesdale Community Center. She asked 

council to think about making a statement to the community verifying the Town has no 

affiliation with his business and it is not a Town owned community center. 

IV. STEVEN MARSH, TD&H:  Steve reviewed the changes with council members on the new 

wastewater discharge permit. The two issues we are having right now is exceeding fecal 

coliform limits and exceeding total residual chlorine limits. The solution for fecal coliform 

limit is to spread the discharge over more days and not exceed plant capacity of 160,000 

gallons per day. Oakesdale discharged 3,988,000 gallons over 22 days of the 181 days 

available.  By doing this, no infrastructure improvement will be necessary until 2024 when 

new guidelines come into play. The solution for the new effluent limits in 2024 will be to go 

to a dechlorination chamber that would use tablets or a liquid feed system that would be 

installed between the chlorine contact chamber and McCoy Creek. We will need a 

wastewater facilities plan by 2016 and Steve said we could qualify for half grant and half 

loan for funding to complete the plan.  Steve did discuss with DOE about getting good 

testing numbers in 2015 and have a plan ready by 2017.  DOE did not have a problem 

moving the plan back one year. 

V. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:    Council members reviewed August 18, 

2014 minutes. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes as written.  Tom 

Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.  

VI. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:     Keith Cooper was not present but left a Police Report for 

August 2014 for council to review.  There were 10 cases which 8 were handled by our 

officers and 2 cases by Whitman County Sheriff’s Office. The cases ranged from theft, 

trespassing, telephone harassment, juvenile problem and civil standby.  Randy Robinson 

asked if names could be added to the report. This will be referred to Keith Cooper. 



 
 

2 

VII. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob Hooper reported the crosswalks have been repainted. All 

the paving of potholes and broken up areas of streets is completed. The culvert off HWY 27 

and Henry Street has been cleaned out. Trees were trimmed along 7th Street for visibility 

and safety concerns. The water tank was cleaned and inspected. Tank looks great and no 

issues reported. 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. COUNCIL MEMBER CANDIDATES – We still have the three candidates – James 

Orton, Dolores Haley and Jake Dingman. Council members were given a 

questionnaire to review for the interviews of the candidates at the next meeting. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. 2014 TIB APPLICATIONS – TD&H have submitted two applications for Oakesdale. 

The first application is for Urban Sidewalk Program (USP) & Small City Sidewalk 

Program (SCSP) in the amount of $131,800 for sidewalk replacement from 2nd to 3rd 

Street on Steptoe and adding a new sidewalk from Steptoe to Pearl. The second 

application is for Small City Arterial Program (SCAP) in the amount of $377,300 for 

street and sidewalk replacement from McCoy – Front to Second and Second to   

Pearl. Both projects, if chosen, would not be constructed until 2016.  We will not 

know if our projects will be funded until late fall. 

B. CHOOSE ENGINEER FOR DOE REVISIONS – Council members discussed both 

presentations by Keller Associates and TD&H.  Council member’s consensus was to 

select TD&H to review our waste water discharge permit, create a facility plan and 

assist with any facility modifications we may be required to complete. 

C. LOSS PREVENTION AUDIT BY AWC RMSA – Last week we had our Lost Control 

Survey done by Roger Neal, Loss Control Coordinator for AWC RMSA.  Some of the 

audit recommendations were: 

 All contract and inter-local agreements should be forwarded to RMSA for review               

in advance of final adoption by council members. This is a free service.     

 Defensive driving training for all employees who drive Town owned vehicles. 

 Need to obtain MVR on each driver who drives Town owned vehicles at least every       

2 years. 

 Personnel evaluations need to be completed every year. If this practice is not being 

done then remove from the Personnel Manual. 

 Notify RMSA prior to any personnel action or termination of an employee. 

 The RMSA Land Use Litigation Reduction attorney is not being utilized by the Town. 

 Lack of policies on certain high risk low frequency activities for our police 

department. 

 Lack of documentation of sidewalk inspections. 

 Need to adopt a written sewer system inspection and maintenance program. 

 Street sign inspection and maintenance program. 
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 Lack of rental agreement/requirements for those renting Town facilities. Anyone 

who rents the Town’s business incubator must provide the Town with a certificate 

of insurance naming the Town as an additional insured with a minimum 

Commercial General Liability amount of $1 million per occurrence, $2 million 

annual aggregate. 

X. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 KELLI – She thanked Mary for keeping all the paperwork in order for the Town. 

 TOM J. – Nothing at this time. 

TOM C. – He asked when the corners on the Steptoe sidewalk project were going to be 

completed. TD&H took pictures today of the unfinished sidewalk project. Frontier was 

supposed to have that completed last fall. TD&H has had trouble with Frontier on some 

other projects too. 

RANDY –Nothing at this time. 

XI. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for August 2014. Tom Johnson 

made the motion to approve paid checks #24041 - #24058 in the amount of $14,668.47 for 

claims and $3,544.76 for payroll totaling $18,213.23 from August 21, 2014 through August 

28, 2014. Kellie Meserve seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion 

passed. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

Tom Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                   DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer               

   

          


