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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 15, 2014 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Kelli Meserve, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and Randy 

Robinson. Councilman Al Evans was not in attendance. Also present was Mary DeGon, 

Clerk/Treasurer. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Dolores Haley and James Orton 

 Dolores – The museum has talked about having a Christmas Tree Lighting Contest, caroling 

and hosting refreshments. They would like permission to put Christmas lights on the tree 

north of the little gas station. Council members’ consensus was to allow them to decorate 

the tree for the holidays. 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed September 2, 

2014 minutes. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Tom 

Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. COUNCIL MEMBER CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS – Mayor Palmer announced the two 

candidates tonight would be interviewed and the third candidate would be 

interviewed at the next council meeting on Monday, October 6th. Jake Dingman could 

not be present tonight as there was a death in his family. He had to attend his 

Uncle’s funeral in Colorado today. Council will make their decision after the third 

interview at the next meeting. Council members interviewed James Orton first and 

Dolores Haley second. Council members asked various questions to both candidates 

and thanked them for providing good interviews. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. EXIT CONFERENCE WITH AUDITORS – The exit conference with the State Auditors 

was on Friday, September 5th. Councilman Tom Crooks and Clerk/Treasurer Mary 

DeGon were present. The exit recommendations are as follows: 

Accountability Audit for 2012-2013: 

 Cost allocation plan – Need to move Mayor and Council from 60% Fund 001 

and 40% Fund 401 to 100% Fund 001. The Clerk/Treasurer needs to do a 

time study for one month to prove how much of her time is spent in Fund 
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401. Currently Mary is split 50% Fund 001 and 50% Fund 401. We can move 

Mary to 100% Fund 001 if they choose. 

 State grant compliance – The Town needs to ensure all certified weekly 

payrolls are submitted to support that no work was performed. The Auditor 

did confirm with TD&H that no work was performed during a pay period. 

However, there still needs to be a certification proving no work. 

Federal Grant Compliance Audit: 

 Schedule of expenditures of Federal Awards preparation – The Town needs 

to make sure the Schedule 16 totals match the project totals. 

 Federal grant compliance – Interest earned on the federal payments is 

tracked and monitored to ensure amounts in excess of $100 or more are 

remitted to the grantor (we were a little over $40). The Town needs to 

ensure all certified weekly payrolls are submitted to support that no work 

was performed. The Auditor did confirm with JUB that no work was 

performed during a pay period. However, there still needs to be a 

certification proving no work. 

B. AWC RMSA PERSONNEL MANUAL CHANGES – Roger Neal from AWC RMSA has 

given our personnel manual to their personnel attorney for review. The manual was 

returned with many changes and additions. Mary needs more time to prepare the 

documents for review. She will present the changes at the October 20th meeting. 

C. SELECT NEW COUNCIL MEMBER – This has been rescheduled for our next council 

meeting on October 6th. 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 Kelli, Tom J. and Tom C. – Nothing at this time. 

Randy – He would like to see council take a hard look at the buildings we own and find a 

way to generate business. We may need to move a business to another building to gain an 

opportunity for another business to come to town. He would like to see ads ran again on our 

business incubator being available for rent in our local paper. 

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report for September 2014. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve paid 

checks #24059 - #24078 in the amount of $3,836.89 for claims and $10,996.94 for payroll 

totaling $14,833.83 from September 2, 2014 through September 15, 2014. Kelli Meserve 

seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 

Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

    Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 


