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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 8, 2015 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Dolores Haley, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and 

Randy Robinson. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Bob Hooper, Public 

Works Director and Justin Derosier, Town Marshal. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed August 17, 

2015 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Randy 

Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Justin gave the police report for August 2015. There were four 

cases ranging from welfare check, driving while license suspended, suspicious and lost 

property. Keith has been working mornings since school started and patrolling the school 

area to help remind drivers of the children walking to school. Justin said he will be working 

more evenings due to his work schedule with the county. 

VI. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob reported the clay valve on well #5 had been making more 

noise and leaking. It has since been adjusted and is now working properly. They patched 

some more potholes around town. The yard waste was hauled away again and Bob 

anticipates at least one more time will be needed this fall. A new culvert was installed at the 

outdoor recycling center on the road that exits the center. They are still keeping busy 

mowing and spraying weeds. Al Evans asked if we have started using the new samplers we 

purchased from the tribe for the lagoons. We have been using them all summer long. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. POLICE POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL UPDATE – Justin has completed the 

update and has emailed a copy to our Town Attorney, Stephen Bishop. Stephen will 

draw up a resolution for us to adopt the changes to the policy. There is a hard copy 

in the Town Marshal office. 

B. OUTDOOR RECYCLING CENTER – No updates 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. LETTER OF INTENT BY BRAD SULLIVAN – Council members reviewed a copy of 

the letter of intent from Brad and Nancy Sullivan regarding their property at 507 N. 
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First Street (HWY 27). They intend to open an RV park on their property with three 

RV spaces and two tent spaces. They are open to the idea of having a dump station 

for RV’s on their property if the Town wants to pay for it to be installed. They plan to 

live on the property to maintain the sites. Council members also reviewed an email 

from Stephen Bishop that gave examples of water and sewer rates for a RV Park. 

The best example he provided was from Palouse. The RV Park is charged the same 

as a residential customer for water – ie, the base rate plus overages. The sewer also 

charges as a residential customer, except the total number of days each spaced is 

occupied during the month is added up, with the total for each space added to the 

total days for each of the other spaces. If the grand total exceeds thirty, the excess is 

charged at the rate of one dollar per day.  Council members discussed both 

possibilities and council consensus was to refer the letter of intent to our Board of 

Adjustments headed by Tom Crooks for review. Council members have no issues 

with the RV Park or Brad and his wife staying in their commercial building to 

manage the business. We will still need to add into our Town Codes the water and 

sewer rates for an RV Park and the guidelines for operation. 

B. TIB APPLICATIONS – Council members reviewed copies of two application that 

have been submitted to TIB for funding by our engineers, TD&H. The first 

application is requesting $930,400 from the Small City Arterial Program (SCAP) for 

reconstruction of Pearl/First/McCoy Streets by the school. The second application is 

requesting $197,900 from the Small City Preservation Program for overlay and/or 

chip seal on Steptoe from 2nd to 5th Streets and Bartlett from 1st to 2nd Streets and 

Third Street from Steptoe to the City limits. 

C. 2016 BUDGET PROCESS – Mary informed council members it was that time again 

to start the budget process. Mary explained the steps and what to expect from now 

until December. Council members and staff were encouraged to bring to the table 

any ideas of improvements to buildings or structures, equipment that might be 

needed or replaced and any upgrades that may be needed to our water or sewer 

systems. 

IX. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

DENNY – He announced we will be hosting the November 19th SEWEDA Mayor’s 

Roundtable Meeting at the McCoy Valley Museum. 

DOLORES – The property at 602 W Bartlett, that used to belong to Helen Walters, has been 

vacant for years and not maintained. The weeds and grass are a concern especially with the 

season being so dry. The museum hosted a Palouse Heritage meeting today and those in 

attendance complimented the Town on the flower barrels on our sidewalks. 

AL – There is a new dog in the area that is coming down from Roberts Road and chasing his 

cats.  
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TOM J. – He noticed cops in the area of McCoy Street where he lives and wondered if it was 

our cops or Whitman County Sheriffs. It was a call the Sheriffs handled. 

TOM C. – He asked what was expected from the Board of Adjustments for reviewing the 

Letter of Intent from Brad & Nancy Sullivan. The board needs to make a recommendation to 

council about the Sullivan’s living in their commercial building year round to manage their 

RV Park business. 

RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

X. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Check Register for August 2015. Al made the 

motion to approve paid checks# 24531 - #24560 in the amount of $10,069.17 for claims 

and $7,695.37 for payroll totaling $17, 764.54 from August 20, 2015 through September 1, 

2015. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. Tom 

Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

 

              

             DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

    Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


