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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
December 7, 2015 

 
**Public Hearing for the 2016 Final Budget – Mayor Dennis Palmer opened the Public 

Hearing for the 2016 Final Budget at 7:00p.m. Mary explained to council members 

the changes to the budget from the last council meeting. Being no comments from the 

public, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m. 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. following 

the Public Hearing. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Dolores Haley, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and 

Randy Robinson. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Bob Hooper, Public 

Works Director and Keith Cooper, Town Marshal. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None 

IV. STEVE MARSH, TD&H:  Steve came to address council on three areas – water, sewer and 

streets. He started with the sewer first regarding the new wastewater permit (NPDES). The 

regulations have changed since the last permit phase. TD&H will apply for project funding 

with DOE by December 31, 2015. In 2016, the annual Wasteload Assessment begins with 

infiltration and inflow date gathering, photograph and inspect outfall at low flow of McCoy 

Creek and establish gauging station in McCoy Creek. This will cost the Town around $16,000 

and Mary has already adjusted the budget to meet these needs. Our water system needs a 

Small Water System Management Plan (SWSMP) approved by Department of Health in 

order for us to qualify for grants and/or loans to upgrade our water system. There is a 

$25,000 grant from DOH we will apply for to fund the SWSMP. Once the SWSMP has been 

completed by TD&H and approved by the DOH, we will never have to submit another plan. 

The last SWSWP submitted to DOH was 22 years ago. Our TIB application for 

Pearl/First/McCoy St project was approved for $930,400 and the design phase will be 

completed in 2016 with construction in 2017. Randy Robinson made the motion to use 

TD&H as the engineers on this project. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council 

members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed November 16, 

2015 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Tom 

Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

VI. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Keith Cooper submitted the Police Report for November 2015. 

There were 6 cases ranging from Citizen Assist, Threatening, Welfare Check and Fraud. 
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Randy Robinson noticed the cop car is looking a bit worn. Council discussed the possibilities 

of replacing the car. It was decided, for the amount it is used, the car is still worth keeping. 

Keith asked for new tires to be put on the cop car. Council consensus was to put new tires 

on the car. Keith will take the car over to The Wright Place for tires. 

VII. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob Hooper reported the backhoe had been serviced, he 

cleaned up all the mess from the wind storms, fixed a water leak on Henry Street, fixed a 

water leak on Bartlett Street and fixed two water leaks in the alley behind the Post Office. 

All the snow equipment is ready. 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. BRAD SULLIVAN’S RV PARK – Stephen Bishop did put together the Conditional Use 

Permit for 507 N First Street on behalf of the recommendation from the Board of 

Adjustments. The Board of Adjustments members have signed the permit and a 

copy has been mailed to Brad. 

B. UP RAILROAD AGREEMENT – We have no updates from Stephen Bishop on the 

progress of the agreement. 

C. WIRELESS CONTROL SYSTEM FOR WELLS – Installation started last week of the 

wireless control system between the wells and water tower. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. RESOLUTION 2015-0354 – Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with the 

reading of Resolution No. 2015-0354 setting the salaries of certain public officials. 

Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

Tom Johnson made the motion to adopt Resolution No. 2015-354 giving the 

Clerk/Treasurer a 2% increase in wages and the Public Works Director a 7% 

increase in wages upon completion of his sewer certification. There were no 

changes to the Town Marshal’s wages or Building Inspector’s wages. Randy 

Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

B. SMALL WATER SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT – Brian Sayrs, a 

Regional Planner with the Department of Health, would like to set up a meeting 

between the Mayor, TD&H Engineering, PWD, Clerk/Treasurer and one or two 

Council Members to discuss the application process for the $25,000 grant for the 

SWSMP. Denny will call Brian to set up the meeting. 

C. TIB PROJECT APPROVED – Council members received a copy of the notice from 

TIB approving our project for Pearl/First/McCoy Streets, Second Street to Front 

Street. We were awarded 100% funding in the amount of $930,400. 

D. ORDINANCE NO. 622 – Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with the 

reading of Ordinance No. 622 adopting the 2016 budget. Al Evans seconded the 

motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. Tom Johnson made the 
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motion to adopt Ordinance No. 622 adopting the 2016 budget showing expenses for 

the three major funds as: 

 Fund 001 – Current Expense Fund $138,544.04 

 Fund 101 – Street Fund $204,930.00 

 Fund 401 – Water/Sewer Fund $210,436.20 

 Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion 

passed. 

X. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

DOLORES – She asked why we applied for the road project with TIB. Steve Marsh from 

TD&H explained the safety concerns and reasons for the project. 

AL, TOM J., TOMC. AND RANDY – Nothing at this time. 

XI. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed November 

2015 Treasurer’s Report, Receipt Register and Checks Register. Al Evans made the motion 

to approve paid checks #24653 - #24675 in the amount of $7,831.91 for claims and 

$9,751.14 for payroll totaling $17,583.05 from November 17, 2015 through December 3, 

2015. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the council meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

Randy Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

             

                DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

     Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


