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Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
August 15, 2016 

 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Dolores Haley, Al Evans, Tom Johnson, Tom Crooks and 

 Randy Robinson. Also present was Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Gail Parsons approached council members about the speed 

 of traffic on Steptoe Avenue. There are no speed limit signs on that street and people are 

 traveling faster than 25 mph. Bob Hooper did post a 25 mph sign at the Steptoe Bridge to 

 help slow down traffic. We will ask Bob to add two speed limit signs to Steptoe Ave. Gail also 

 asked if we can have WSDOT add flags to the state speed limit signs coming in the north and 

 south ends of town.  He would like to see yellow lines painted out on the asphalt in the no 

 parking areas beside Crossett’s and in front of the store. People continue to park in those 

 areas and it makes it very difficult for trucks trying to make that corner on HWY 27. He has 

 noticed what other communities are doing to slow traffic down in the communities and 

 asked if we have considered the same measures. We have discussed solar powered speed 

 limit signs that show how fast the traffic is going as they enter our city limits. We are going 

 to budget for two of these signs in the 2017 budget. He would also like to see the speed limit 

 change as you leave our city limits south of town. He has asked WSDOT to consider 

 changing the speed limit from 55 mph out of city limits to 35 mph until the railroad tracks, 

 then boost it back to 55 mph. This is a safety concern as the fuel delivery truck he is driving 

 has to stop at the railroad tracks before crossing. 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed August 1, 

 2016 minutes. Randy Robinson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Tom 

 Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed.  Council 

 members reviewed the Special Meeting minutes from August 8, 2016. Tom Johnson made 

 the motion to approve the minutes as written. Dolores Haley seconded the motion, all 

 council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. UP RAILROAD AGREEMENT – No updates 

 B. POLICE POLICY MANUAL – No updates 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. RESOLUTION NO. 2016-359 – Randy Robinson made the motion to dispense with  

  the reading of Resolution No. 2016-359 supporting the John Wayne Trail State Park  

  from Malden, WA, to Lind, WA. Dolores Haley seconded the motion, all council  

  members voted yes – motion passed.  Randy made the motion to adopt Resolution  

  No. 2016-359 encouraging our State Representatives to aggressively seek funding to 

  enhance the accessibility use of the john Wayne Trail as opposed to introducing  

  legislature to close a section of the John Wayne Trail. Tom Johnson seconded the  

  motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 B. DOH PRECONSTRUCTION LOAN – Council members reviewed copies of   

  documentation that showed the Town of Oakesdale has been approved for $25,250  

  preconstruction loan for developing our Small Water System Management Plan.  

  Once this plan has been submitted and approved by DOH, then we will be eligible for 

  loans to upgrade our water system. Tom Johnson made the motion to allow Mayor  

  Palmer to sign the Loan Security agreement between DOH and the Town of   

  Oakesdale. Randy Robinson seconded the motion. Al asked if we have anything in  

  writing confirming the cost from TD&H Engineering. Yes, we have the loan   

  application TD&H submitted on our behalf showing the cost of the plan to be at  

  $25,000 and DOH is charging us a one percent loan fee of $250 totaling $25,250 to  

  be funded. Randy Robinson called for question. Being no further comments, all  

  council members voted yes – motion passed. 

VII. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 DOLORES – She had a neighbor complain to her about a yapping dog and the dog doing it’s 

 business in their yard. She suggested they talk to the neighbor first and if that did not stop 

 the problem then to file a dog complaint form with City Hall. 

 AL – He would like to see the patrol vehicle left out to help slow down incoming traffic. He 

 asked about our building codes for tiny houses. They fall under manufactured homes and 

 our codes do cover our first tiny house in Oakesdale. 

 TOM J. – He asked if the house on Steptoe next to Heather’s is vacant. No, Julie Pittman 

 owns it and they come and go throughout the year. 

 TOM C. – None 

 RANDY – None 

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

 Treasurer’s Report for August 2016. Al Evans made the motion to approve paid checks 

 #24985 - #25004 in the amount of $5,630.16 for claims and $8,134.96 for payroll totaling 

 $13,765.12 from August 4, 2016 through August 15, 2016. Tom Johnson seconded the 

 motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 
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IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Randy Robinson made the motion to adjourn the council meeting at 7:45 

 p.m.  Tom Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

                  DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

      

   Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 

     

 

  

 

 


