
Town of Oakesdale 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

For 
September 6, 2016 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Dennis Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Dennis Palmer, Tom Crooks, Dolores Haley, Al Evans, Tom Johnson and 

 Randy Robinson. Also present were Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer; Keith Cooper, Town 

 Marshal and Bob Hooper, Public Works Director. 

III. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None 

IV. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Council members reviewed August 15, 

 2016 minutes. Tom Johnson made the motion to approve the minutes as written. Randy 

 Robinson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

V. TOWN MARSHAL REPORT:  Keith Cooper gave council members the police department’s 

 monthly report for August 2016. There were ten cases ranging from fraud, warrant for 

 arrest, welfare checks, intoxicated person, agency assist Richland Police Department, animal 

 problem, littering problem and storage unit thefts. Last Monday, a couple pulled up to their 

 storage unit in Oakesdale to find a person inside going thru their possessions and removing 

 some items. The person had used an altered key to gain access to the unit. The people called 

 911 and took pictures of the man and his license plate. Keith has spent over 100 hours on 

 this case thus far and has recovered over $100,000 in stolen property including 38 guns. 

 This guy had been burglarizing storage units in the Idaho and Washington areas since 

 March of this year. This case has actually solved 20 previous burglary cases. Keith was 

 thanked for his assistance with the water main leak. 

VI. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Bob Hooper reported the water main leak has been repaired on 

 Steptoe Avenue. We now have a water leak on west Bartlett and off of McCoy 

 Street/Second Street. We have a water valve leaking on Steptoe. Bob and the Public Works 

 staff were thanked for their efforts in getting the main fixed. 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

 A. UP RAILROAD AGREEMENT – No updates 

 B. POLICE POLICY MANUAL – No updates 

 C. DOH PRECONSTRUCTION LOAN – A week or so ago, Mary met with the finance  

  side of Department of Health and submitted our loan security documents for the  

  preconstruction loan for the small water systems plan. The pre-check list was given  

  to our engineers, TD&H, to complete. They inquired about our current base water  



  rate of $27.54 and stated for a water system of our size the base rate should be  

  around $55. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. WATER MAIN LEAK REVIEW – Mary submitted a summary to council members  

  that reviewed the course of events that happened with the water main leak on  

  Steptoe Avenue. Council members discussed what could have been done differently.  

  We will look into a notification system like the one the school uses. Council   

  members again thanked the staff for all their efforts in fixing the water leak on the  

  main. 

 B. 2017 BUDGET ITEMS – Mary reminded council members that we will be reviewing  

  the 2017 budget in the remainder of council meetings for the year. Mary asked the  

  staff and council members to be prepared with budget items that need to be   

  considered for next year’s budget. We know we need an air compressor to blow out  

  the water shut-off valves, the loan for the small water system plan, repair valve on  

  the water tank and make some repairs to the PWD pickup. 

IX. COUNCIL MEMBER’S BUSINESS: 

 TOM C. – None 
 DOLORES – She noticed the flags were not put out for the Labor Day holiday. Bob forgot to 
 put them out before he left for a few days off. They will be put out this Friday for Patriot 
 Day. 
 AL – None 
 TOM J. – Again, expressed his gratitude to the staff for all their hard work on the water main 
 leak. 
 RANDY – None 
 
X. TREASURER’S REPORT/APPROVAL OF CHECKS:  Council members reviewed the 

 Treasurer’s Report, Check Register and Receipt Register for August 2016. Al Evans made the 

 motion to approve paid checks #25005 - #25028 in the amount of $26,618.21 for claims 

 and $7,797.69 for payroll totaling $34,415.90 from August 18, 2016 through August 31, 

 2016. Tom Johnson seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  Al Evans made the motion to adjourn the council meeting at 7:48 p.m.  

 Tom Crooks seconded the motion, all council members voted yes – motion passed. 

 

              

ATTEST:                 DENNIS PALMER, MAYOR 

      

Mary DeGon, Clerk/Treasurer 


