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NEW WELCOME SIGNS

This is the new welcome sign entering Oakesdale from the South on SR 27. The other sign is on the entrance to Oakesdale from the North on SR 27.  Both signs were designed and constructed by Bob Hooper of Creative Sandblasting.

WELCOME NEW COUNCILMEN


We welcome two new councilmen to our City Council.  At our regular council meeting on October 20th Dennis Palmer took the oath of office to fill position 3 and Tom Johnson took the oath of office to fill position 5.  Dennis is a long time resident of Oakesdale and works for House of Hoses in Spokane.  Tom and Patty Johnson moved to Oakesdale about four years ago from Las Vegas.  Tom works for Service Master Building Maintenance and serves on a couple Whitman County boards and is a member of Oakesdale’s Friends For Living Choices Committee.

CITY HALL CLOSURES


City Hall will be closed November 5th, 6th and 7th while the Clerk/Treasurer attends an Infrastructure Assistance Coordinating Council meeting in Wenatchee. 

City Hall will also be closed on November 11th for Veterans Day and November 27th and 28th for Thanksgiving.

WATER METER READING

As we have done in the last couple of years, October will be the last month we will be reading water meters until March of 2009.  We will just be billing the minimum rate of $22.00 for each month until we can determine the actual water usage in March.  If you usually use more than the minimum monthly allowance feel free to pay a higher amount if you wish to keep from having a larger bill in March.  Our billing program will keep track of the overpayments and apply the amount against your March 2009 billing.

VOTING


Several people in the Oakesdale area have not received their vote-by-mail ballots yet.  If you are one of these please contact Rachel at the Post Office @ 285-4675 or the Whitman County Auditor’s office at 397-6270 for a duplicate ballot.  Ballots must be postmarked no later than November 4th. 
If you can not get a ballot in time to vote I am informed that you can vote a provisional ballot at the County Courthouse in Colfax on November 4th.  
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NEW STEPTOE STREET SIDEWALK

This is our completed sidewalk project in front of the Library, Ditzy’s and Co-Ag.  Most of this project was paid for by a grant from the State’s Transportation Improvement Board.  Because of a calculation error the grant was not sufficient to cover the cost of extending the sidewalk to the East end of Co-Ag’s property so Co-Ag has graciously agreed to pay this additional cost.  The City Council wanted street trees, and street lights to match the ones on the First Street project so this part of the project was paid for by the Town with funds that were budgeted for a sidewalk project in our 2008 budget.  This project also included the installation of handicap assessable ramps on the other 3 corners of Steptoe and First Streets.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING

It has been a long time coming but we are finally going to begin accepting the following products at our newly remodeled recycling center on the corner of SR 27 (First St.) and Jackson at 7AM, Monday, November 10th:

NEWSPAPERS: loose or in paper bags.  We cannot accept them bundled or tied or in plastic bags.  We also cannot accept phone books or magazines. PLASTIC BOTTLES & MILK JUGS: no caps - rinsed.

ALUMINUM SODA CANS:

TIN CANS: rinsed and labels removed.


Empire Disposal will be furnishing the empty containers and will be picking up the filled containers at no expense to the Town UNLESS (and this is a costly UNLESS) the containers contain articles that are not accepted or are not in the proper container.  In such cases the Town will be charged the applicable garbage rate for that container.


We are planning to keep the center open 7 days a week from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. unless we find that these times need to be revised. 
STREET & PUBLIC SAFETY LEVIES


We mentioned in our last newsletter that that our Public Safety Levy and our Street Maintenance Levy make up the majority of the property tax we receive from Whitman County.  If you have not yet voted we will appreciate you giving these two levies your serious consideration.















Mayor/ Council Contacts
Councilmen:    
George Dewan = 285-5282,   Alan Evans = 285-4727,   Tom Johnson = 285-4303

Dennis Palmer = 285-4209,   Randy Robinson = 285-6750

Mayor: Russ Rickett = 285-4049,   City Hall = 285-4020
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