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HAPPY NEW YEAR


Your Town employees, Town Council and Mayor wish you all a happy New Year.  City Hall will be closed New Year’s Day and Jan. 2nd also on January 19th for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Looking Back


2008 turned out to be quite a lot more expensive than we anticipated when we approved our 2008 budget.  The January-February snow storm used a lot more gas and diesel fuel, caused equipment breakdowns, overtime pay and the extremely cold weather caused us to use more heating oil than anticipated.  We also didn’t anticipate the snow storms we have been having since December 12th.  During 2008 we improved maintenance on all our equipment and had to replace our old worn out backhoe/loader.  Even though we had to spend more money than we anticipated the good news is that we had the money to do so without having to cut back on services.


Looking at a few of our accomplishments – we were able to complete the 1st  Street sidewalk project with almost no expense to the Town, replace the sidewalk in front of the Library, Ditzy’s and CoAg with over half the cost funded by a grant, reside our new recycling center with grant money and begin a project to provide a facility to recycle our organic yard waste which will be 85% funded by grants and completed in 2009.  

DOG LICENSES


Our Municipal Code requires that every dog in Oakesdale have a new tag each year.  The tags are $7.50 for spayed or neutered dogs and $10.00 for if not spayed or neutered.  Both costs increase by $5.00 if purchased after January 31st.  Dogs must be licensed within 7days of acquisition.  For dogs acquired after July 1st  fees will be half.


Dogs not licensed within 3 months of requirement to license will be assessed a late fee of $10.00 for each month thereafter until the license fees and late fees are paid in full.

OUTDOOR BURNING ORDINANCE


The Town has adopted a new burning ordinance that allows for campfires that are not over four feet in diameter or two feet high.  It also allows ceremonial, celebratory or religious fires by obtaining a permit from City Hall.  It has eliminated the provision for burning of organic yard waste. 

RECYCLING


Thank you for using our new recycling center.  The lid of each container has a list of the recyclable product that can be placed in that container.  Please do not place anything in a container that is not on the list.   Empire Disposal is picking up our recyclables for free but if they find recyclables in a container that don’t belong there they will charge us the regular garbage rate to dispose of that container.  We have also found plastic bags used to carry the recyclables in some of the containers which will cause the container to be treated as garbage.  A garbage can has been placed inside the building for disposal of your plastic bags.     

2009 BUDGET


Following is a condensed version of our 2009 Final Budget for General, Streets and Water/Sewer funds.  Copies of this budget are available at City Hall.  


Some of the items need a little explanation.  General Revenue, Grants & Other State Assistance includes $19,812 for a State grant through Whitman County to complete our recycling facility for organic yard waste and a $41,600 Whitman County grant to restore the area above the Library for use as rental office space.  General expense, Grant Projects include the total costs of these projects,  which includes our portion of the match for these grants.  Revenues exceed expenses in this fund by $16,924.  Street Expenses exceed Street Revenues by $23,866 which will cause us to use some of our reserves from this fund. Water/Sewer Revenues exceed Water/Sewer Expenses by $15,776 which will be accumulated in our Water/Sewer reserves.

General Revenue
Real & Property Taxes







   $42,000

Public Safety Levy (Proposition 1)



 
     30,000

Sales, Use & Utility Taxes





 
     27,800

Fees, Permits & Licenses





   
       2,460

Grants & Other State Assistance



 
     97,087
Interest & Miscellaneous





  
 
     21,324













     

 $220,671
General Expense

Council, Mayor and Office






   $43,551
Building & Utilities







  
     12,299
Law Enforcement








  
     43,992
Fire Control & EMS








     16,170
Building Inspection & Animal Control

 

       5,030
Miscellaneous










       1,289

Grant Projects










     81,416












    

 $203,747
Street Revenue

Street Levy (Proposition 2)






     20,000

Electric & Phone Utility Tax




  

     34,000

Fuel Tax Share








   
       9,000

Interest











       3,295












    

   $66,295
Street Expense

Buildings Expense








   $  4,556
Wages, Maintenance, Etc.






     72,605
Street Lights










     13,000












    

   $90,161
Water/Sewer Revenue

Water/Sewer Revenues





   

 $148,050
Utility Taxes








         

 8,300

Interest & Miscellaneous






          13,213












   
      $169,563
Water/Sewer Expenses

Administrative Share






  

$  42,969
Buildings Expense






       
      4,056
Direct Water Sewer Expense



      
    88,762
1980 Water Improvement Loan Payment
       
    18,000












   
      $153,787















Mayor/ Council Contacts
Councilmen:    
George Dewan = 285-5282,   Alan Evans = 285-4727,   Tom Johnson = 285-4303

Dennis Palmer = 285-4209,   Randy Robinson = 285-6750

Mayor: Russ Rickett = 285-4049,   City Hall = 285-4020


