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BURNING ORDINANCE


A recent ordinance revision of our Burning Ordinance erroneously eliminated our back yard burning of organic yard waste.  As a result of citizen concern for a means of disposing of yard waste your Town Council has reinstated this provision to allow burning as follows:

  “outdoor fires consisting of leaves, clippings, prunings and other yard and gardening refuse originating on lands immediately adjacent and in close proximity to a human dwelling and burned on such lands by property owner or his or her designee in piles not larger than four feet by four feet by three feet.  Only one pile at a time may be burned and a person of suitable age and discretion capable of extinguishing the fire must attend it at all times and the fire must be extinguished before leaving it.”

State regulations require that when economical means are provided for the disposal of organic yard debris burning of such debris is prohibited.  We have received approval of a grant request to the State’s Department of Ecology to be administered by Whitman County to prepare a facility in Oakesdale for the purpose recycling organic yard debris.  We expect to begin construction of this facility as soon as it is dry enough and warm enough to gravel, pave and fence the area.  We will keep you informed of the progress of this project.
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING


We will begin with the good news!  We have completely overwhelmed Whitman County and Empire Disposal by the great job we have done with our new recycling facility.

Now for the bad news!  We have completely   overwhelmed   Whitman  County 
and  Empire   Disposal  by  the great  job  we 

have done with our new recycling facility.  
Empire Disposal had generously agreed to pick up our recyclables every Wednesday but hadn’t counted on us doing such a great job of recycling that they couldn’t handle it all with one trip.  As a result we presently have several containers that are overflowing.  We have a meeting scheduled with Whitman County and Empire Disposal on March 12th to come up with a solution to this problem.  In the meantime we may have to lock the door when we can’t accept any more recyclables.

As a whole, you are doing a good job of getting the right materials in the right containers.  We still find some materials that we cannot accept in some of the containers. We cannot accept your gallon and half gallon juice containers. If you wish to deposit something in the container that isn’t already there  it’s probably something we can’t accept.  
WATER METER READING


The water/sewer bill you received with this newsletter is the last one that will be estimated on the minimum charge.  Unless Mother Nature makes it impossible for us to do so we plan to start reading the water meters again at the end of March.  The problem with reading them in the winter is that they are usually covered with snow or so full of water they can’t be read.

NIGHTHAWK CAFÉ

Unless it is news we think the public will be interested in we try to limit news to City Hall business.  We have been asked to advise you that as of February 18th the Nighthawk Café is not serving dinners on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights and will be closing at 3:00 p.m. on those days.
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